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Conflict Between Christ and Satan 
Ellen White  

1 John 3:1-3. Here John has a view of 
the measureless love of an infinite 
God. John cannot find language to 
express it, and he calls upon [the] 
world to behold it. There were types 
and shadows that prefigured Christ in 
the Old Testament. Those who had 
been with Christ through His ministry 
recorded His works in the New 
Testament. For three years and a half 
the disciples were learning lessons 
from the lips of Christ, the greatest 
Teacher the world ever knew. We 
have it from their lips, and we believe 
it. Christ had come to our world. 
What brought Him here? Adam and 
Eve had transgressed the law of God 
in Eden. Genesis 2:16, 17.   

God told them not to touch the tree 
of knowledge. But here the tempter 
came in, and instead of obeying the 
words of God they listened to the 

tempter and obeyed his words. What 
was the result? They were excluded 
from their Eden home. When God 
made inquiry, they told Him about it. 
The voice said to them to eat and 
they obeyed it. Then was the first 
gospel sermon preached to Adam 
and Eve in Eden. Genesis 3:15. Well 
now, let us thank God for this, that 
the serpent cannot touch our head 
unless we give it to his control.   

Christ looked upon our world before 
He came to it, and He saw that 
Satan’s power was exercised upon 
the human family. And because of 
the transgression of Adam he claimed 
the whole human family. He pointed 
to their calamities and diseases and 
reflected [them] upon God. He said 
God would have no mercy upon them 

(Continued on page 4) 



There are several readers, and 
YouTube viewers, who have made 
similar positive comments that are 
much encouraging. That particular 
comment is on the insight provided 
in the detail of verses. Of course, all 
glory given to God on this, as it is 
nothing in me, but there is 
something that does encourage it to 
be happening that you can 
participate in. 

As I have said on a number of 
occasions, I decided to reread all of 
Ellen White’s writings along with the 
more recently released content, that 
is not so recent these days. That 
content was held in the archives of 
Australia and not released to the 
public until a decade or so ago. That 
aside, I share this information to 
encourage everyone to be heavily 
studying the Bible, along with 
reading as much as one can of Ellen 
White’s writings. 

The released content from Australia 
is given the title of letters and 
manuscripts. They are dated from 
1844 through 1915, of which I am 
only in 1896 and have a long way to 
go as I am not even at forty percent 
completed yet. She did a lot of 
writing later in her years. Now, each 
individual year is not necessarily in 
sequence, but at least they are all 
contained in the same year. I have to 
admit, quite a bit of the content is 
not very exciting. It is not like reading 
the book The Great Controversy or 
The Desire of Ages. These are mostly 
letters to individuals whose 
experience is not even relatable to 
my life, or probably your own. 

Now, what can someone glean from 
such material? That is where most 
Seventh-Day Adventists are missing 
the hidden gems. In the middle of a 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters ... 

Jerry O’Donnell 

rebuke, in the middle of an 
encouragement, in the middle of 
defending herself, in the middle of 
making a plea for donations, etc., 
Ellen White often interjected Bible 
reference and application, many of 
which are not captured in her regular 
publications. It is those gems that 
seem to come to mind at the 
appropriate times during the 
messages we release. 

As an example, “take no thought 
how or what ye shall speak: for it 
shall be given you in that same hour 
what ye shall speak” (Matthew 
10:19), referring to the time we are 
delivered up to those who will wish 
us harm, Ellen White comments, 
“The servants of Christ are to 
prepare no set speech to present 
when brought to trial for their faith. 
Their preparation is to be made day 
by day, in treasuring up in their 
hearts the precious truths of God's 
Word, in feeding upon the teaching 
of Christ, and through prayer 
strengthening their faith; then, when 
brought into trial, the Holy Spirit will 
bring to their remembrance the very 
truths that will reach the hearts of 
those who shall come to hear. God 
will flash the knowledge obtained by 
diligent searching of the Scriptures, 
into their memory at the very time 
when it is needed” {Mar 255.2}. 

So, I highly encourage the 
preparation that needs to be done 
daily ahead of time, so that the Holy 
Spirit has something to work with at 
that time; and along the journey be 
using it to enlighten others (as you 
may have recognized in myself) while 
we have the opportunity to do so. 

 



 The mission of The Four 
Angels’ Messages Minis-
try is to alert as many 
Seventh-day Adventists as 
possible to see the need 
of living the Three Angels’ 
Messages, be  
well-studied in the mes-
sages of all four angels, to 
get ready and be ready 
very soon to go and 
preach them, even being 
active now. It is our belief 
that not only are we the 
last generation, but the 
mark  is soon to be forced 
upon us, and publications 
like this shall be targeted. 
So while the presses can 
run, let us awake to our 
high calling, despite oth-
ers who want to remain 
asleep. Keep in mind, the 
final movements of the 
message are described 
thus: 

“Are we hoping to see the 
whole church revived? 
That time will never 
come.”  {1SM 122.1} 

“We must enter upon the 
work individually.” {1SM 
122.2} 

We are not against con-
ference churches as there 
are  some still faithful, but 
most are not. 

 About The Four Angels’ 
Messages Ministry 

This ministry is founded 
by Jerry O’Donnell upon 
the necessity to raise the 
standard higher and high-
er. It is a non-profit, Sev-
enth-day Adventist volun-
teer organization who 
love God’s church  and 
love the people, hating to 
see a single person de-
ceived. 

Subscription and Dona-
tions: Although we are 
volunteers, the cost of 
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and they might as well be under his 
control. Jesus had enlisted to give His 
own life for the salvation of men. He 
laid aside His royal robe [and] royal 
crown that He might clothe humanity 
with divinity. He was a babe in 
Bethlehem. Again His love was 
exercised to bring human beings 
under His sway that they might not 
follow the example of Adam.   

Since the law of God was 
transgressed, the sentiment 
prevailed that it was impossible for 
man to keep the law of God. And so 
Christ Himself takes human nature 
upon Him, and He gives to men a 
probation, places them on trial to 
teach them in His own nature. The 
human and divine were combined in 
Jesus Christ. He came to our world to 
elevate humanity in the scale of 
moral value with God. He passed 
over [the] ground where Adam fell. 
He stood against the temptations of 
Satan and came off conqueror. He 
[Satan] approached the Son of God as 
an angel of light, just as he may 
tempt you.   

Jesus Christ came off conqueror in 
the wilderness of temptation. And 
when upon Jordan’s banks, He 
offered such a prayer to heaven as 
heaven had never listened to before. 
His prayer penetrated through [the] 
darkness around him and reached 
the highest heavens. The heavens 
were opened and a dove, in 
appearance like burnished gold, 
[descended upon Him,] and from the 
lips of the Infinite One was heard 
these words, “This is my beloved Son, 

(Continued from page 1) 
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in whom I am well pleased.” We have 
not understood how much this was 
saying to us: “You are accepted in the 
Beloved.” His prayer ascended to the 
highest heavens. There [our] 
petitions will be heard. Jesus Christ, 
[our] Intercessor, will give [ear] to the 
[petitioner], and he will have grace 
[and] power through the Substitute, 
and surety that his petitions shall be 
honored in the highest heavens. How 
precious to every son and daughter 
of God, to every father and every 
mother who stands with burdens of 
responsibility to their children.   

Christ has come to our world to 
redeem it. Our work is to make Him 
the Center. Our hopes are centered 
in Jesus Christ, He is first, best and 
everything to us. Christ came here to 
our atom of a world, and He honored 
it by taking [the] nature of man upon 
Himself. He honored humanity in the 
sight of all the created intelligences. 
And in this work of salvation that He 
was working out in behalf of the 
human race, angels of God were to 
come at His bidding. Where? Right to 
our world.   

We read in [the] Word of God, “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
That means you and me. It means 
every one of us. That is wonderful; 
we ought to see enough in this to 
have a thankful heart continually. 
“For he shall grow up before him as a 
tender plant.” See Isaiah 53:2. Why, 
His human form must be so 
attractive, and it was; but His purity 
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cut right across their pathway, cut 
directly across their human 
attractions. Read also verses 2 and 3.   

The Jews thought if He had only 
come with power; and in arms, and 
to restore their kingdom to them, 
and break the yoke off their necks, 
they would have accepted Him. He 
did not even come in the light of an 
angel; but He humbled Himself 
before the angels. Divinity took 
humanity upon Him that humanity 
might touch humanity. If He had 
come in any other way, they could 
not endure it.   

[When] the angel came to Daniel to 
make known unto him that he was 
greatly beloved and to give him skill 
and understanding, why, he could 
not endure the sight of the angel; the 
angel bade him to be strengthened, 
but he had to reveal himself as a 
man. So we can see what wisdom, 
what knowledge God had in laying 
[the] plan that Christ should come as 
a man, the Prince of Life to dispute 
the power of the prince of darkness. 
Jesus said in Nazareth that, “He came 
to break every yoke, and to preach 
the gospel to the poor.” He was born 
of poor parentage. Who was it? The 
Majesty of heaven. He was subject to 
His parents, and He learned the 
carpenter’s trade, thus honoring 
labor. The poor took hold of Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour. He drew them 
to Himself.   

But Christ came to take the prey out 
of the hands of the enemy. Christ, 
the Prince of Life, to take the prey 
from Satan, the prince of darkness. 
He came to heal the sick. He raised 
the dead and healed those suffering 
from diseases. He came to represent 
the Father. He loves the human 
family. Now Satan may cast upon 
God his own attributes of sternness, 
[but] Christ came to represent the 
Father that we might come in close 

relation to our heavenly Father. 
Satan casts reflection on God by 
saying that the distress, misery, and 
suffering in our world is caused by 
God.   

While many look at Adam and bewail 
his weakness, they follow in his 
footsteps, and break the law of God, 
and the laws of their own being, 
notwithstanding they have the 
examples of those who have done 
that very thing.   

Wicked hands took the Prince of Life, 
and crucified Him. He died for our 
sakes. How many open the door of 
their hearts to Jesus? How many 
close the door of the heart to the 
enemy? [Oh,] that we may see the 
Saviour in His humiliation in taking 
human nature upon Him. He stooped 
lower and still lower until we behold 
Him in the Garden of Gethsemane. 
There is where He offered the prayer, 
“If it is possible...” (See Scripture.) It 
was here He prayed three times. 
Why, the bloody sweat that came 
from His pores moistened the sods of 
Gethsemane. The destiny of a lost 
world was balanced. He could have 
said, “I cannot take the sins of the 
world.” But no, no, the misery and 
weight of [a] lost world comes up 
before Him, and He accepts the cup.   

Pilate seeks to release Him, and 
Pilate presents Him as an innocent 
man. After scourging Him he brings 
Him forward, and with Christ on one 
hand and Barabbas on the other, he 
asks the people which is their choice, 
which shall he release unto them. 
Barabbas, whose countenance 
expresses depravity and every mark 
of cruelty, and who was such a 
notable robber, is placed forward so 
that they can make their choice: 
[Barabbas or] Christ, [who] loved 
mercy and compassion, and who did 
not cast one reproachful look upon 
His enemies. Pilate thought the 
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contrast was so evident that they 
would choose Christ, but hear the 
coarse cry to release Barabbas. Pilate 
says, “What shall I do with Christ?” 
“Crucify him, crucify him,” came from 
their coarse voices. Now I ask you, 
men and women, what confidence 
have you in human nature unless 
controlled by the grace of Christ? 
Christ’s human arm encircled the 
human race while with His divine arm 
He grasped the throne of the Infinite 
One. And this world, that had been 
separated from the continent of 
heaven, He throws it back into favor 
with God. Here the human family 
may look to heaven and say, “I see its 
battlements. O, what path shall I 
tread that I may reach its 
happiness?” Many of you are saying 
this.   

When Jacob had left his father’s 
house, and felt that he was alone and 
discouraged, God gave him a 
wonderful dream. He saw a ladder. 
The base of [the] ladder rested on 
the earth, and the topmost round 
reached into heaven. The light of the 
glory of God was shining the whole 
length of that mystic ladder. And the 
angels in their shining brightness 
were ascending and descending upon 
it. What an impression was left upon 
him! He recalled the teachings of 
Abraham, and Isaac. He realized that 

he was not forsaken. He said, “Why 
this is the house of God, and the 
gateway to heaven. Heaven was near 
to him. And heaven is nearer to us 
than many of us suppose.   

An angel from heaven was sent to 
Cornelius saying, “Thy prayer is 
heard, and thine alms are come up in 
remembrance in the sight of God.” 
Can you not see that [though] we are 
few, [we may be more than 
conquerors] if we have the angels to 
co-operate with us? God knows you 
by name, and where you live. Every 
dishonesty, and every thing is open 
to His eye. God’s eye is upon His 
people. Light will come as they live it. 
God is at work in our behalf. He gave 
all heaven with His Son. God did not 
want the confederacy of evil to say 
that He could do more than He had 
done. Worlds that He had created, 
intelligent angels in heaven, can 
testify that nothing more could be 
done in behalf of man. We can be 
“partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is 
in the world through lust.” We are to 
be in the world, and not of the world. 
We are to be witnesses for God.   

Christ is not in Joseph’s new tomb. 
The angel from heaven rolled away 
the mighty stone. The panoply of 
heaven came, and the Roman guards 
fell as dead men to the earth. They 
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saw the glory and the Son of God. He 
had risen and ascended to heaven 
above, and the angels were singing 
with glory and admiration. And as 
they reach the gates of the city of 
God they cry out, “Lift up your heads, 
O ye gates; and be ye lifted up, ye 
everlasting doors; and the king of 
glory shall come in. And the sentinels 
at the gates inquire, “Who is this King 
of glory?” The reply comes, “The Lord 
strong and mighty, the Lord mighty in 
battle.” See also Psalm 24:8, 10. And 
the heavenly gates are opened and 
they pass within the city. Angels on 
every side would worship Him, but 
Christ motions them back as they 
worship Him, waves them back, and 
He presents this petition to the 
Father, “I will that they also, ... be 
with me where I am.” And the Father 
grants the petition. Then the angels 
of God worship Christ and they touch 
their heavenly harps and the strain 
echoes and re-echoes through the 
courts of heaven. And Jesus is 
inaugurated to stand as our 
substitute and surety. Does He tell 
you that you shall go into heaven 
without any battles? He shows you 
that you will have battles to fight.   

Satan fights against the army of Jesus 
Christ. Jesus stands at the head of the 
army. None of us are left without 
special help from God. There is a 
world to save, and we should be 
laborers together with God. You must 
come out from the world and be 
separate. Draw the line of distinction 
plainly between you and the world. 
Educate your children for God. Teach 
them of His love and tell of His 

power. Christ said, “Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock.” Gracious 
invitation! Let him in. Emptied of 
envy, let the vacuum be supplied by 
grace of Jesus Christ. Be one of the 
families where the angels of God can 
minister. Be parents of prayer. Divine 
power will come to you as it came to 
Jesus Christ. Work with earnestness 
and zeal for the unconverted.   

There will [be] a class stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ of whom 
Christ will say, “I was hungry and ye 
fed me not.” Everything rests upon 
what character we develop. You shall 
become changed into His likeness if 
you have chosen Him as your 
Counselor. Your confessions should 
be to Christ. Never confess to any 
man unless you have wronged him. 
Jesus Christ is the one that bears our 
sins. Many think they do not want 
religion if it would do no more for 
them than it does for Brother X. The 
Bible, the garden of God, is full of rich 
promises. Search its pages. No matter 
if the devil says you are a sinner. 
Christ came not to call the righteous 
but sinners to repentance. Let us 
believe He has come to save us from 
our sins. I feel so grateful to Him that 
I can commit my soul to Him; and He 
will keep that which I have 
committed to His trust. Let the world 
see that there is matchless charm in 
Jesus. Christ says, “I have overcome 
the world.” And you can have the 
same victories. And hear at last, 
“Well done thou good and faithful 
servant.” 

{Manuscript 16, 1893} 

  
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God's Peculiar People  
By James White   

"FOR the grace of God that bringeth 
salvation hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us, that denying 
ungodliness, and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world; looking 
for that blessed hope, and the 
glorious appearing of the great God 
and our Saviour Jesus Christ; who 
gave himself for us, that he might 
redeem us from all iniquity, and 
purify unto himself a peculiar people, 
zealous of good works." Titus ii, 
11-14. 

There has ever been a marked 
difference between the true people 
of God and an unbelieving world; 
they have ever been peculiar. Abel, 
Enoch, Noah, Lot and Abraham were 
peculiar in their day. Moses made a 
peculiar choice "rather to suffer 
affliction with the people of God than 
to enjoy the pleasures of sin." The 
history of Elijah and all the prophets 
is indeed peculiar – what an 
"example of suffering, afflictions and 
patience!" He who took man's 
nature, lived an example to the 
church, died for a lost world, and 
now lives in heaven to intercede for 
poor sinners, was so peculiar that the 
professedly pious of the age of his 
mission, could coolly say, "He hath a 
devil." And in pointing out the 
peculiar condition, trials and 
afflictions of his devoted followers he 
says: "Then shall they deliver you up 
to be afflicted, and shall kill you: and 
ye shall be hated of all nations for my 
name's sake." Matt.xxiv,9. 

In all his teachings we may learn that 
the prevailing spirit of this world is in 
direct opposition to the spirit of the 
gospel, and that in order to be saved, 

the Christian must pursue an entirely 
different course from that pursued by 
the world. This will make him 
peculiar. 

"Then said one unto him, Lord, are 
there few that be saved? And he said 
unto them, Strive to enter in at the 
strait gate: for many, I say unto you, 
will seek to enter in, and shall not be 
able." Luke xiii,23,24. 

"For wide is the gate, and broad is 
the way, that leadeth to destruction, 
and many there be which go in 
thereat: because, strait is the gate, 
and narrow is the way, which leadeth 
unto life, and few there be that find 
it." Matt.vii,13,14. 

Of the multitude of professors, a few 
only are bending their lonely  
foot-steps in the narrow way to life, 
while the mass, hand in hand with 
the world, are rushing down the 
broad way to destruction. The plain 
truths of the gospel separate one 
from the world, and when received in 
the heart, they take away the love of 
worldly honors, pride and uncertain 
riches, elevate the affections, and 
place them on Christ, and the certain 
treasures of the Christian's eternal 
home. He who has received Christ 
and his plain teachings, leaves the 
broad road of sin, turns round, and 
now walks the narrow path to life. He 
now loves what he once hated, and 
hates what he once loved. An entire 
change is wrought, and another 
course is pursued. Thank Heaven! 
Religion is something more than a 
cloak thrown over a cold, unsubdued 
heart. It will do something for a poor, 
selfish, hard-hearted, hell-deserving 
sinner; yes, it will do everything for 

Page 8 January 2026 Four Angels’ Messages 



Page 9 January 2026 Four Angels’ Messages 

him. By the aid of its matchless 
power, the old man with his deeds 
may be put off and the new man put 
on. All who thus put on Christ, and as 
they received the Lord, so walk in 
him, will be peculiar. We will now call 
attention to some of the peculiarities 
of God's people mentioned in the 
text at the head of this article.    

1. "Looking for that blessed hope," 
the glorious appearing of Christ. It is 
not only the hope of the gospel, but 
it is the blessed hope. There are 
many hopes entertained by 
professors of Christianity, yet there is 
only one hope set before us in the 
gospel. It is the second advent of 
Christ. All that the Christian may 
hope of a bright, eternal future, 
hangs on the doctrine of the coming 
of the Lord. Without his second 
coming there can be no resurrection, 
and no restitution of all things to 
their Eden perfection and glory. The 
Great Restorer, at his first advent, 
shed his own blood to redeem us 
from our sins, and now stands to 
plead our cause and blot out sins; but 
he is coming to call the sleeping 
blood-washed throng from the tomb, 
change the living saints, and make all 
things new. Blessed hope, indeed! 
But notwithstanding the blessedness 
of this hope, taught on almost every 
page of the Book of God, but few 
professed Christians cherish it. The 
very time has come when men will 
not endure sound doctrine, but are, 
by their false teachers, turned from 
the truth to such fables as the world's 
conversion, return of the Jews, 
spiritual coming of Christ, at death or 
at conversion; no literal, but a 
spiritual resurrection; and the saints' 
eternal inheritance, not "under the 
whole heavens," [Dan.vii,] but 
"beyond the bounds of time and 
space!" In this day of fables, to 
embrace the tangible, the "blessed 

hope" of the gospel, makes one very 
peculiar.    

One might suppose that the glorious 
appearing of Christ would be a theme 
of the greatest delight to the 
Christian, that he would be 
enraptured with the news of Christ's 
soon return. Certainly if he really 
loves his Lord, he would be glad to 
see him. But the majority of the 
church put off his coming, seem to be 
unhappy on hearing of his coming, 
scorn the idea of his coming soon, 
and many scoff at those who rejoice 
in his coming, so that those who are 
"looking for that blessed hope", are 
indeed, peculiar.    

2. "Denying ungodliness, and worldly 
lusts" is another peculiarity of God's 
people who are looking for the 
glorious appearing of Christ. This is a 
pleasure-loving, pride-gratifying,  
self-indulging age. Pride must be 
gratified in fashionable and expensive 
dress, the appetite must be indulged 
with the rich dainties of the times, 
and the vain pleasures of the world 
must be pursued at the expense of 
the soul. They who "deny 
ungodliness and worldly lust," will be 
peculiar. Their dress will be plain (it 
may be neat without following all the 
fashions of the day) and they will 
"take heed" lest their hearts be 
overcharged with surfeiting, or 
gratifying the appetite, and feasting 
on rich and unhealthy food. In fact, 
they will deny themselves of what 
the world lusts after. They will live a 
life of scriptural self-denial and 
abstinence. For this they will be 
lightly esteemed and reproached by 
the world and ungodly professors. 
The prophet, looking forward to the 
perils of the last days, saw the 
condition of God's peculiar people, 
and has written: "And judgment is 
turned away backward, and justice 
standeth afar off: for truth is fallen in 
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the street, and equity cannot enter. 
Yea, truth faileth: and he that 
departeth from evil maketh himself a 
prey. Isa.lix,14,15. 

3. To "live soberly, righteously and 
godly in this present world", is 
another distinguishing mark of God's 
peculiar people. They will not be seen 
in the seat of the scornful, nor join in 
the social circle of the proud and the 
gay, but will walk softly and 
mournfully before the Lord. The 
Master was a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief. See him 
spending all night in prayer, then 
weeping at the grave of Lazarus. His 
true disciples will be at the foot of 
the cross. Their path will be strewed 
with tears, as they sigh and cry for 
the abominations done in the land, 
instead of joining the vain 
amusements of the day. Such will be 
pointed at as deluded and very 
peculiar. But, says the Apostle, 
"Seeing then that all these things 
shall be dissolved, what manner of 
persons ought ye to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness, looking 

for and hasting unto the coming of 
the day of God," etc. 2Pet.iii,11,12.   

4. "Who gave himself for us," says 
Paul, "that he might redeem us from 
all iniquity, and purify unto himself a 
peculiar people," etc. Being 
redeemed from all iniquity, and 
purified, is another important 
distinguishing mark of that peculiar 
people who are looking for the 
"blessed hope."   

Sin, or "iniquity" is the transgression 
of the law. From this, God's peculiar 
people will be redeemed and purified 
by the blood of Christ, in keeping the 
law of God. Hence, the third angel 
announces the fact: – "Here are they 
that keep the commandments of God 
and the faith of Jesus." Those who 
step out from the beaten path of 
First-day-keeping, and observe the 
fourth commandment, so that it may 
be said of them, "Here are they that 
keep [nine? no, all of] the 
commandments of God," is 
considered indeed peculiar. How 
singular in the eyes of the worldling, 
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the proud and the gay, to retire from 
the hum of business, and rest and 
worship on the seventh day; and 
then on First-day commence the 
labors of the week, and toil on while 
church bells are ringing, and the 
proud and the gay are pressing their 
way to the place where God is 
professedly worshiped.    

The Apostle's mirror is all-important 
in this work of special purification. He 
says: "Wherefore lay apart all 
filthiness, and superfluity of 
naughtiness, and receive with 
meekness the ingrafted word, which 
is able to save your souls. But be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own selves. For 
if any be an hearer of the word, and 
not a doer, he is like unto a man 
beholding his natural face in the 
glass; for he beholdeth himself, and 
goeth his way, and straightway 
forgetteth what manner of man he 
was. But whoso looketh into the 
perfect law of liberty, and continueth 
therein, he being not a forgetful 
hearer, but a doer of the work, this 
man shall be blessed in his deed." 
James ii,21-25. 

Here the "perfect law of liberty," 
called in Chapter ii,8, the "royal law," 
which is the ten commandments of 
the great God, is illustrated by a 
mirror. With the aid of a mirror a 
man may readily see the 
imperfections of his face, or his dress; 
so he that "looketh into the perfect 
law of liberty" may see the 
imperfections of his moral condition 
in the sight of Heaven; and if he 
continueth therein, and does all the 
commandments of that law, he will 
be "blessed in his deed." That law is 
the standard of moral character. 
Those who continue to look into it, 
and obey its righteous precepts, 
through the blood of a crucified 
Saviour, may be redeemed from all 

iniquity, and made pure, meet for the 
inheritance of the saints in light. 

5. God's peculiar people are "zealous 
of GOOD WORKS." "Blessed are they 
that do his commandments," says the 
True Witness. "But be ye doers of the 
word," says James, "and not hearers 
only, deceiving your own selves." 
"This man shall be blessed in his 
deed." "I will show thee my faith by 
my works." "Faith without works is 
dead." "And behold, I come quickly; 
and my reward is with me, to give 
every man according as his work shall 
be." Rev.xxii,12.   

6. Another peculiar trait of those who 
are looking for the blessed hope, is, 
they are ZEALOUS of good works. 
They see much to do, and but little 
time to do it in. They are ready to 
sacrifice pleasure, ease and worldly 
treasures for the salvation of others 
around them. Jesus died for the 
ungodly, for his enemies. There was 
not one selfish act connected with his 
mission and ministry. All was pure 
benevolence. The real Christian 
actuated by the same principle, 
zealously engaged in good works for 
the salvation of others is viewed by a 
selfish world as very peculiar.   

We have noticed some of the 
peculiarities of the people of God 
who are being prepared for the 
coming and kingdom of Christ, and 
shall now leave the subject for the 
consideration of those who would be 
"redeemed from all iniquity," and be 
"without fault before the throne of 
God."    

{March 21, 1854, James White, The 
Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, 
pages 68.29 to 69.1} 

 
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Last Days  
Jerry O’Donnell 

When we think of the last days, we 
mostly gravitate to the joint church 
and state bringing in Sunday law, the 
persecutions, followed by the seven 
last plagues, and the second coming. 
Oh, we may throw earthquakes and 
pestilences in there, too, but have 
you performed a Bible search on the 
phrase “Last Days”? Do not worry. It 
will not be that long of a Bible study. 
There are not too many verses that 
contain that phrase. In fact, two of 
them can be eliminated right away 
because they are used in the context 
of past recent days, like in Hebrews 
1:2, which says, “Hath in these last 
days spoken unto us by [his] Son…”. 
And then there is Jacob’s 
announcement in “Genesis 49:1” 
regarding his children: “…I may tell 
you [that] which shall befall you in 
the last days”. Although, a deeper 
study of the words of Jacob may 
reveal a spiritual application for the 
actual last days, it just does not 
match the obvious statements about 
the “Last Days” as the remaining six 
reveal to us. 

Before we begin, here are words 
from Ellen White on the subject: 
“When God sends to men warnings 
so important that they are 
represented as proclaimed by holy 
angels flying in the midst of heaven, 
He requires every person endowed 
with reasoning powers to heed the 
message. The fearful judgments 
denounced against the worship of 
the beast and his image (Revelation 
14:9-11), should lead all to a diligent 
study of the prophecies to learn what 
the mark of the beast is, and how 
they are to avoid receiving it. But the 
masses of the people turn away their 
ears from hearing the truth and are 

turned unto fables. The apostle Paul 
declared, looking down to the last 
days: ‘The time will come when they 
will not endure sound doctrine.’  
2 Timothy 4:3. That time has fully 
come. The multitudes do not want 
Bible truth, because it interferes with 
the desires of the sinful, world-loving 
heart; and Satan supplies the 
deceptions which they love” {GC 
594.2}. 

So, let us proceed with the verses 
that speak obviously of the last days 
and see how they interfere with our 
desires. 

2 Peter 3:3-7 states, “Knowing this 
first, that there shall come in the last 
days scoffers, walking after their own 
lusts, and saying, Where is the 
promise of his coming? for since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue 
as [they were] from the beginning of 
the creation. For this they willingly 
are ignorant of, that by the word of 
God the heavens were of old, and the 
earth standing out of the water and 
in the water: Whereby the world that 
then was, being overflowed with 
water, perished: But the heavens and 
the earth, which are now, by the 
same word are kept in store, 
reserved unto fire against the day of 
judgment and perdition of ungodly 
men.” We see that people are not 
concerned about the second coming, 
primarily because they are chasing 
their hearts' desires. The word “lusts” 
to us is a strong term, but in reality, it 
is anything that we put before God. 
We can lust over a great career, a 
nice life, etc. It does not have to be 
over sinful objects. Also, we learn 
that the attitude of people in the last 
days is that there is no sign in sight 
that anything different is going to 
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happen. Sure, wars break out and 
cease unexpectedly. Sure, there are 
natural disasters that happen from 
time to time, but they have always 
been happening. This is why the very 
last days are described as “sudden 
destruction” (1 Thessalonians 5:3). 

James 5:1-3 says, “Go to now, [ye] 
rich men, weep and howl for your 
miseries that shall come upon [you]. 
Your riches are corrupted, and your 
garments are motheaten. Your gold 
and silver is cankered; and the rust of 
them shall be a witness against you, 
and shall eat your flesh as it were 
fire. Ye have heaped treasure 
together for the last days.” In the last 
days, wealth would be sought after. 
There is nothing wrong with building 
up a savings account or accumulating 
wealth in general, but when it 
becomes a driving and controlling 
aspect of the life, that is when we 
have crossed the line. Societal 
expectations play a big role in this. 
Gold and silver purchases are pushed 
as if the “no buy, no sell” will not 
apply with that type of investment. 
Speaking of investment, it is expected 
that in retirement that a couple 
should be traveling the world taking 
one to two week vacations every 
month. To achieve this goal, people 
need a certain amount of money in 

their retirement package by the time 
they reach a certain age. What such 
experts fail to reveal is that a large 
number of such people are strapped 
with debt to achieve that deposit 
every paycheck, lose a good portion 
of their gains because 401K goes up 
and down depending on the financial 
markets, and a lot of them drop dead 
before they really can enjoy it. Oh, 
and all the aches and pains that 
prevent such enjoyment is to be 
factored into that equation. But that 
is the atmosphere of the day. In fact, 
recently, the president announced 
during the reopening of the 
government back in November that 
401K has never been stronger. True 
or false, such bubbles precede 
crashes. Again, “when they shall say, 
Peace and safety; then sudden 
destruction cometh upon them”  
(1 Thessalonians 5:3) is a principle as 
well as a predicted event. A 401K 
account may be protected from 
losing one’s investment, but it 
certainly does not protect the gains 
over time. So many people on the 
verge of retiring have experienced 
stock market crashes that brought 
their earned retirement packages 
back down to their original 
investment levels. Now what are they 
supposed to do, as they have just 
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entered into retirement and their 
nest egg is already depleted because 
of the large “dip”? Well, God says 
stop chasing financial dreams and be 
a steady worker for Christ and 
practically, prepare to have to work 
beyond the age of 62, 65, etc., if you 
are physically able to do so. 

2 Timothy 3:1-5 tells us, “This know 
also, that in the last days perilous 
times shall come. For men shall be 
lovers of their own selves, covetous, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, 
disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, without natural affection, 
trucebreakers, false accusers, 

incontinent, fierce, despisers of those 
that are good, traitors, heady, 
highminded, lovers of pleasures more 
than lovers of God; having a form of 
godliness, but denying the power 
thereof: from such turn away.” In 
summary, there will be a whole host 
of sinners that will come into the 
church for they are the ones that 
would try to be showing “a form of 
godliness” and not the world. And 
when we have churches and 
denominations that refuse to use the 
word “sin”, we have come to 
complete fulfillment of these things. 
And when churches put such 
practicing sinners into position, 
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knowing full well that they are not 
repentant of their activities, we are 
beyond expectations of the 
corruption that would come into the 
church. 

Acts 2:16-21, as well as Joel 2:28-32, 
basically informs us of, “But this is 
that which was spoken by the 
prophet Joel; and it shall come to 
pass in the last days, saith God, I will 
pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: 
and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men 
shall see visions, and your old men 
shall dream dreams: and on my 
servants and on my handmaidens I 
will pour out in those days of my 
Spirit; and they shall prophesy: and I 
will shew wonders in heaven above, 
and signs in the earth beneath; 
blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke: 
the sun shall be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, before that 
great and notable day of the Lord 
come: and it shall come to pass, 
[that] whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.” 
Though Peter applied the partial 
fulfillment in his day, it has a greater 
application in our day. The sun, 
moon, and other signs have reached 
their fulfillment in the various dates 
of the past. When we think of last 
days, many think of the beginning 
and ending of the signs all happening 
in our lifetime, forgetting that to God, 
“that one day [is] with the Lord as a 
thousand years, and a thousand 
years as one day” (2 Peter 3:8). The 
last days are not the past fifteen, 
twenty, even forty years. The last 
days began in 1798, though some say 
1844, and continue forward. In either 
case, that is a long time ago from our 
perspectives. So, when we speak of 
the great Lisbon earthquake, the 
Dark Day, the blood moon, the 
shooting stars, many generations 
ago, that does not mean that the 
signs have failed us. Three hundred 

years since the Lisbon earthquake is 
still such a small portion of the six 
thousand years to God. And in that 
time frame, we ought to see God’s 
manifestation of true prophetic 
dreams and visions, and to the true 
believer, we do. To the skeptic, 
especially among Seventh-day 
Adventists, to deny the events 
surrounding 1844 with the spirit of 
prophecy is to deny God’s prophets, 
especially Joel. 

Now, the last two references to the 
term “last days’ are found in both 
Micah 4:1-3, and Isaiah 2:2-4, saying 
basically the same thing. “And it shall 
come to pass in the last days, [that] 
the mountain of the LORD'S house 
shall be established in the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted 
above the hills; and all nations shall 
flow unto it. And many people shall 
go and say, Come ye, and let us go up 
to the mountain of the LORD, to the 
house of the God of Jacob; and he 
will teach us of his ways, and we will 
walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem. And he shall 
judge among the nations, and shall 
rebuke many people: and they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruninghooks: 
nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more.” In the New Testament, 
Mount Zion is called something else, 
as it is predicted that Jesus “gathered 
them together into a place called in 
the Hebrew tongue Armageddon”  
(Revelation 16:16). Zion and 
Armageddon are references to 
entering into Heaven, specifically, 
Jerusalem. Right now, it is not 
established, but at the second 
coming, it very well will be, as we 
“shall be caught up together with 
them in the clouds, to meet the Lord 
in the air: and so shall we ever be 
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with the Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17) 
and go to the “many mansions” (John 
14:2) as Jesus promised: “And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, [there] ye 
may be also” (John 14:3). All nations 
indeed will flow into it. And those 
who know they are on the path to 
that destination will not hesitate to 
invite others “Come ye, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the LORD, to 
the house of the God of Jacob.” That 
is where Jesus will then “teach us of 
his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths” and not as human beings who 
are prone to making mistakes. 
Judgment will take place for a 
thousand years (Revelation 20:4, 
Daniel 7:22). And for those who think 
the Ten Commandments are no 
longer binding, think again, for that is 
what guides all life in Zion, in 
Armageddon, in Heaven, even the 
entire universe. And from the New 
Jerusalem, once sin and Satan are 

dealt with, His Word will continue to 
go forth and all will live in obedience 
without question, as so many do 
question today. They see the truth in 
the Bible and look for excuses why it 
ought not be applicable to them. Not 
so, once the second coming, and 
even the third coming, happens. Yes, 
after the millennium is a third 
coming, but that is a whole other 
story. For now, this reference to the 
phrase “last days” in Micah and 
Isaiah, was saved for the end of the 
message, because, well, truly these 
will be the last days, as we leave this 
sinful planet to go be with Jesus 
throughout eternity. What a day of 
rejoicing that will be. 

But seriously, do you “Strive to enter 
in at the strait gate” (Luke 13:24), or 
are you carelessly just getting 
through life, figuring you are saved 
anyways? 
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Heavenly Health 
Reen Swindle 

I would like to take us back to visit 
the end of last month's article; 
specifically, to the question that 
heads the final paragraph on  
page 18 – And how are we to really 
help each other? So many thoughts 
on that topic kept swarming in my 
mind and heart after I thought I was 
finished with the subject made me 
consider how little time we actually 
spend in really helping others at any 
time in our everyday lives. Though 
there are the usual, maybe basic, 
ways of helping others with food, 
clothing, or money, those seem to 
pretty much satisfy the typical giver 
and definitely can be a huge help in 
many  
situations – we are certainly not 
attempting to discredit any method 
of helping others, as the helping of 
others is exactly what we want to 
promote. We each are presented 
with different opportunities to be the 
help someone needs.  Deuteronomy 
15:11 tells us, “For the poor shall 
never cease out of the land: 
therefore I command thee, saying, 
Thou shalt open thine hand wide 
unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to 
thy needy, in thy land.” This tells us 
the poor will always be among us, 
and we might have wondered why 
that would be; well, it is for us to 
learn the second part of that 
scripture and develop it into our 
characters. 

So, while putting more time in 
studying a little deeper into the topic 
of helping, one thing I noticed about 
Jesus' giving was that it is never 
documented that He said to someone 

seeking help, “I don't have time”. 
That would have possibly been the 
most painful thing that could have 
entered the hearing of someone in 
need, even though His time was 
certainly at a premium. Flashback to 
the Good Samaritan stopping 
enroute to another destination, but 
putting a stop to his own plans to 
check on the man, beaten and left for 
death at the roadside, and actually 
going to great lengths to help the 
poor man. The Samaritan took time 
to stop, check out the man's 
condition, and offer his assistance to 
a complete stranger – but he did not 
stop there; he picked the bloody man 
up and set him on his beast after 
tending to his wounds, and took him 
to an inn and even there continued 
to care for him. And on the next day 
he left the man in good hands to be 
cared for and money to take care of 
his needs until he would be 
returning, at which time he would 
pay for anything extra the man had 
needed for his care. The Samaritan's 
giving had no ending, because it 
came from his character; that natural 
flow of refreshing water, it was not 
something he just decided to do in 
response to that particular incident, 
it was his nature to respond to need.    

When pure Christian love is in one’s 
heart, it springs forth spontaneously, 
without stopping to self-debate do I 
have time for this, or do I want to get 
involved with this situation, before 
taking any kind of action at all; just 
like the actions of the Samaritan. 
Compassionate help for the mangled 
soul lying by the roadside sprang 
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from him as by immediate impulse. It 
is like refreshing water from the deep 
bubbling up in a natural spring from 
the earth.  It is not something that 
even takes time to consider – but just 
goes into necessary action, taking 
care of what needs to be done, as 
naturally for us to do, as it was for 
Jesus. 

Now, it may seem like we are 
changing horses in the middle of the 
stream, but rest assured, you will see 
a grand connection between helping 
others, and the next topic, that could 
change your life forever. 

This seems to be the time of year 
when everyone is talking about 
fasting as a way of getting themselves 
back on track, re-establishing  
self-discipline, after too much  
self-indulgence over the past few 
months, etc.. But fasting has become 
like dieting, in that there are so many 
different ways it can be done, and 
each one seems to have stages you 
should understand so you get the 
most out of your fast – lots of rules to 
follow. Well, sure, if you are going to 
be depriving yourself of sustenance 
you want to get the ultimate benefit, 
the best pay-off, so to speak. And just 
what is the desired end result of 
most fasting? Well, a list of reasons 
given online include spiritual 
enlightenment, health benefits, 
cultural practices, mental clarity and 
detoxification. Many side trips could 
be taken from each of those topics, 
but I think it is fairly accurate in its 
coverage so we will let that stand as 
is and move on to the main reason 
for even bringing fasting into the 
picture. Everyone will have an 
opinion to voice about their chosen 
fast, but sharing opinions is not our 
point; instead, let us see what the 
choice fast of Jesus is. 

Turn to Isaiah 58:6, and onward a 
few verses, where God tells us right 

away about the fast He has chosen. It 
is not simply doing without bread, or 
even a meal or two, for where is the 
moral righteousness, or virtue in that 
act? There is none. You would simply 
go get another loaf of bread or 
another meal and carry on as usual. It 
is about breaking us out of our own 
bondage of iniquity through giving. 
The true fast is doing without in 
order to give to others – giving them 
your last meal which you have no 
hope of replacing for yourself. That 
last plate of food was it, there is no 
more. It might be a stretch physically 
for some people to reach that point 
of having absolutely no more, but we 
must do it spiritually. It may not even 
be about food. Let us say that you 
just made the final payment on a 
mini-van – it is finally yours.  But a 
much-deserving individual you know 
of with young children is in dire need 
of a vehicle to get to work to support 
his family. Would you hand over the 
keys and title of yours to him, 
knowing there is no way you can 
possibly buy another one? You will 
have to walk. More people may be 
able to relate to this scenario. 

The whole point about fasting that 
Jesus wants us to understand and 
apply in our lives is the principle 
behind the true fast, which is the 
willingness to give it all to another 
with nothing being withheld, and no 
assurance for any more for ourselves. 
Think of the widow who baked Elijah 
a cake with her last provisions for 
which she was prepared to die 
because of doing without herself in 
order to provide for him; we must all 
have that heart for others. 

As we have stated before, giving is 
not a seasonal event – it is a 24/7 
responsibility for those of us claiming 
to be Christians.  

 



Page 19 January 2026 Four Angels’ Messages 

Healthy And Delicious Recipes 

Lisa O’Donnell 

Vegan Apple Cake   
Ingredients 

Cake: 

• 3 cups all-purpose flour 

• 2 cups granulated sugar 

• 1 cup canola oil or melted 
coconut oil* 

• 1 teaspoon baking soda** 

• 1 teaspoon baking powder** 

• ¼ teaspoon ground nutmeg or ½ 
teaspoon of cardamom or 
possibly 1 teaspoon of all spice 
(all of which are cinnamon 
substitutes) 

• 1/2 teaspoon salt 

• 1/2 cup unsweetened applesauce 

• 2 teaspoons pure vanilla extract 

• 3 cups peeled and diced apples 

• 1 cup chopped walnuts 

 

Caramel Drizzle 

• 4 tablespoons vegan butter 

• 1/2 cup brown sugar 

• 2 tablespoons non-dairy milk 

 

Substitutes 

* You may use canola oil or melted 
coconut oil or use any neutral 
flavored oil you like, such as avocado 
oil. 

** In the old Ten Talents cookbook is 
this recipe for Home-Made Baking 
Powder 

• 1 part potassium bicarbonate 

• 2 parts creme of tartar 

• 2 parts cornstarch or arrowroot 

Sift 3 times or whiz in small nut 
grinder together till fine powder. 

Note: for best results add baking 
powder last to recipe stirring just 
enough to mix evenly. Bake 
immediately. 

 

Instructions 

1. Preheat the oven to 350 degrees 
F and lightly grease a 9 x 13 inch 
pan. 

2. In a large bowl, whisk together 
the flour, sugar, baking soda, 
baking powder, cinnamon and 
salt. 

3. Now pour in the oil, applesauce 
and vanilla and stir until 
combined. The dough will be very 
stiff, not like most cake batters. 
This is because the fresh apples 
will provide a lot of moisture as 
the cake bakes. 

4. Fold in the diced apples and nuts. 
Use your hands if needed to get 
them incorporated. 

5. Press the cake batter into the 
pan, evenly. Bake for 45-50 
minutes, or until golden brown 
and a toothpick inserted comes 
out clean. Let the cake cool while 
you prepare the caramel drizzle. 

6. Make the caramel drizzle: In a 
small pot on the stove, add the 
vegan butter, brown sugar and 
non-dairy milk. Heat over 
medium heat until the butter 
melts. Bring to a boil and stir 
constantly, being careful not to 
let the mixture overflow. 
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Natural Vitamins  
Jerry O’Donnell 

Benefits of Beets  
Beets are packed with nutrients and 
offer a wide range of health benefits. 
Here are the major ones: 

1. Heart & Blood Pressure Support 

• Beets are rich in dietary nitrates, 
which your body converts into 
nitric oxide. Nitric oxide relaxes 
blood vessels, improving blood 
flow and lowering blood 
pressure. 

2. Improved Athletic Performance 

• Those same nitrates help muscles 
use oxygen more efficiently. 
Many athletes drink beet juice to 
boost endurance and stamina. 

3. Anti-Inflammatory & Antioxidant 
Effects 

• Beets contain betalains—
pigments responsible for their 
deep red color. These have 
strong anti-inflammatory and 
antioxidant properties, which 
may help reduce chronic 
inflammation. 

4. Liver Support 

• Beets are high in betaine, a 
compound that helps the liver 
process fats and supports 
detoxification pathways. 

5. Digestive Health 

• High in fiber, beets help: 

• Support regular bowel 
movements 

• Feed healthy gut bacteria 

• Improve overall digestive 
function 

6. Brain Health 

• Improved blood flow from 
dietary nitrates can also enhance 
oxygen delivery to the brain, 
which may support cognitive 
function—especially during 
aging. 

7. Rich in Essential Nutrients 

• Beets provide: 

 Folate (important for DNA 
and cell growth) 

 Potassium 

 Vitamin C 

 Manganese 

 Iron (small amounts) 

8. May Support Weight 
Management 

• Low in calories but high in fiber 
and water, beets can help you 

Continue to boil for 2 minutes, 
stirring, then remove from heat. 

7. After the cake has cooled for 
about 20 minutes, drizzle the 
caramel sauce over it.  

8. Let cool for 10 more minutes 
before serving. Enjoy! 

 
 

Notes 

Substitute a gluten-free flour mix to 
make the cake gluten free. 

You can use walnuts or pecans, or 
leave the nuts out entirely. 

Serve with a dollop of vegan whipped 
cream or vegan vanilla ice cream, if 
desired. 

 



The Uses of Water  
In Health and Disease  

Dr. John H. Kellogg, M.D.  

The functions of the mucous 
membranes are strictly analagous to 
those of the skin. Like the latter 
organ, a mucous membrane excretes 
and absorbs. It eliminates foul 
matters, and absorbs useful 
substances in a fluid state. 

The importance of the functions of 
the skin is shown by the fact that a 
person quickly dies when its action is 
interrupted. A coat of varnish or 
caoutchouc, applied over the whole 
skin, will kill a man almost as quickly 
as a fatal dose of strychnia. In 
experiments upon animals, horses, 

dogs, and other animals have been 
killed by obstructing the action of the 
skin by some similar means. A little 
boy was once killed by covering him 
with gold leaf to make him represent 
an angel at a great celebration. 

The offensive odor of the 
perspiration, and the characteristic 
smell of the sweat-soiled 
underclothing of a tobacco user, are 
facts which well attest the value of 
the cutaneous functions in removing 
impurities from the body.  

 

Functions of the Mucous Membranes (Pages 20 to 21)  

feel full and satisfied. 

9. Possible Cancer-Protective 
Properties 

• Some research suggests beet 
antioxidants may help reduce 

oxidative stress and inflammation 
linked to cancer, though more 
studies are needed. 

 
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How Do You Resolve It? 
Jerry O’Donnell 

It is one thing to know some verses that help a person stay in the faith, but it is 

another thing to know the Word in such a way that when a verse seems contra-

dictory to know how to resolve it. True Seventh-day Adventists do not ignore 

verses. It is our hope that this section will help answer some of those challenges 

that we may come across personally or be used by others against our beliefs. 

Was Jairus’ Daughter Already Dead?  
In Mark 5:22-23 and Luke 8:41-42, 
Jairus approaches Jesus, pleading 
with him to heal his daughter, who is 
described as gravely ill but still alive. 
Jairus says: “My little daughter lieth 
at the point of death” (Mark 5:23) 
and “she lay a dying” (Luke 8:42), 
respectfully. However, while Jesus is 
on his way to Jairus’ house, a 
messenger arrives to report that the 
girl has died (Mark 5:35, Luke 8:49), 
leading to the dramatic miracle 
where Jesus raises her from the dead 
(Mark 5:42, Luke 8:55). 

In Matthew 9:18, the story takes a 
different turn. Here, Jairus tells Jesus 
from the outset that his daughter has 
already died: “My daughter is even 
now dead: but come and lay thy hand 
upon her, and she shall live”  
(Matthew 9:18). It is a small 
contradiction, but indeed a 
contradiction, at least an apparent 
contradiction. 

Now, we have multiple possible ways 
to answer this apparent discrepancy. 
First, using what is called the Bible 
Lexicon, it reveals the Greek and 
Hebrew word used. Though we hate 
relying upon the Greek and Hebrew 
because it usually ends all arguments. 
A person usually ends up either 
trusting whether the interpretation is 
right, or not. There is no other proof 
then provided. Additionally, there 
has even been arguments over the 
actual Greek or Hebrew word used in 

various places of the Bible. With that 
said, we cautiously present to you 
just such a use. Where we see the 
word “dead” in Matthew 9:18, we 
see the words that the Greek word 
“teleutao” has been translated into: 
die, be dead, and decrease. Now, the 
translators could have equally had 
used the word “decrease” in which 
that would match Mark’s and Luke’s 
accounts. Likewise, there are various 
definitions of that Greek word at that 
same spot. They include “to finish”, 
“bring to an end”, “close”, “to have 
an end or close”, and “come to an 
end”. Therefore, if Jairus would have 
said in Matthew 9:18, “My daughter 
life is now come to an end” instead of 
“dead’, it again, is a matter of the 
interpreter’s choice and more fitting 
to Luke and Mark. Do keep in mind 
that the people who interpreted the 
Mark, Luke, and Matthew accounts 
may have been three different 
people, or at least two. 

Second, do keep in mind that a 
person can say, “My daughter is even 
now dead” to include being alive 
without hope. It is a manner of giving 
up hope. It is concluded that there is 
going to be no survival outside of a 
miracle. 

Third, also keep in mind that the lack 
of a messenger telling Jarius that his 
daughter is dead in Matthew’s 
account does not mean that they 
were not there. Matthew could have 
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easily shortened up the story. Mark 
and Luke have Jarius telling Jesus that 
his daughter is dying. A messenger 
then shows up and tells Jarius, not 
Jesus, that his daughter is dead. It is 
not an announcement that the 
messenger would have taken 
liberality in announcing beyond the 
ears of Jarius, out of respect. Jairus 
then would have informed Jesus not 
to bother because she is dead. Of 
course, we know the rest of the 
story. Now, in Matthew’s version, he 
may have just gotten to the point 
where the death was declared. No 
mention is given of a messenger 
approaching to provide the 

information, but there is also nothing 
indicating that the story could not 
have picked up after the messenger 
arrived. It is a possibility. The 
messenger appearing or not 
appearing is not the point. To amplify 
the miracle, the point is that the girl 
was dead, but Jesus made her alive 
again. End of story. Matthew did not 
feel it necessary to give all those 
extra steps. 

So, again, even without the Greek 
involved, there is no contradiction if 
your mind is open to understanding 
the scripture properly. 

 

Authorized KJV vs Catholic Bible  
Jerry O’Donnell 

If you are using anything but the KJV, you are using a Catholic influenced Bible, which 
strategically twists and leaves out key words and verses so as to make even the ecu-
menical movement between religions outside of Christianity possible. And Ellen White 
does identify not to use them for reliability: “Wycliffe's Bible had been translated from 
the Latin text, which contained many errors.” {GC 245.1}. Latin is Catholic or which 
most modern versions rely upon. 

Were the Children of Zebedee Baptized  
With Christ’s Baptism or Not   

In conversation with the mother of 
James and John, Jesus turns to them 
and asks if they were up to not only 
drinking the cup that Jesus was to 
drink, but were they also asked if 
they were up to being baptized with 
the baptism that Jesus was to be 
baptized with, or not? This was not 
only asked, but then confirmed in the 
answer that Jesus followed up with. 
Leaving out that part of the 
conversation makes the intensity that 
James and John were going to go 
through less than reality. To ignore 
the part of the conversation once is 
one thing, but to remove it twice, is 
another. 

King James Version: Matthew  
20:21-22, “And he said unto her, 
What wilt thou? She saith unto him, 
Grant that these my two sons may 
sit, the one on thy right hand, and 
the other on the left, in thy kingdom. 
But Jesus answered and said, Ye 
know not what ye ask. Are ye able to 
drink of the cup that I shall drink of, 
and to be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with? They say 
unto him, We are able.”   

 

In Error: 

American Standard Version: But 
Jesus answered and said, Ye know 
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not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink 
the cup that I am about to drink? 
They say unto him, We are able. He 
saith unto them, My cup indeed ye 
shall drink: but to sit on my right 
hand, and on my left hand, is not 
mine to give; but it is for them for 
whom it hath been prepared of my 
Father. 

Amplified Bible: But Jesus replied, 
“You do not realize what you are 
asking. Are you able to drink the cup 
[of suffering] that I am about to 
drink?” They answered, “We are 
able.” He said to them, “You will 
drink My cup [of suffering]; but to sit 
on My right and on My left this is not 
Mine to give, but it is for those for 
whom it has been prepared by My 
Father.” 

Berean Literal Bible: And Jesus 
answering, said, "You do not know 
what you ask for. Are you able to 
drink the cup which I am about to 
drink?" They say to Him, "We are 
able." He says to them, "Indeed you 
will drink My cup, but to sit on My 
right hand and on My left, this is not 
Mine to give, but for whom it has 
been prepared by My Father." 

Berean Study Bible: “You do not 
know what you are asking,” Jesus 
replied. “Can you drink the cup I am 
going to drink?” “We can,” the 
brothers answered. “You will indeed 
drink My cup,” Jesus said. “But to sit 
at My right or left is not Mine to 
grant. These seats belong to those for 
whom My Father has prepared 
them.” 

Catholic Public Domain Version: But 
Jesus, responding, said: “You do not 
know what you are asking. Are you 
able to drink from the chalice, from 
which I will drink?” They said to him, 
“We are able.” He said to them: 
“From my chalice, indeed, you shall 
drink. But to sit at my right or my left 
is not mine to give to you, but it is for 

those for whom it has been prepared 
by my Father.” 

Christian Standard Bible: Jesus 
answered, “You don’t know what 
you’re asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I am about to drink?” 
“We are able,” they said to him. He 
told them, “You will indeed drink my 
cup, but to sit at my right and left is 
not mine to give; instead, it is for 
those for whom it has been prepared 
by my Father.” 

Contemporary English Version: Jesus 
answered, "Not one of you knows 
what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink from the cup that I must soon 
drink from?" James and John said, 
"Yes, we are!" Jesus replied, "You 
certainly will drink from my cup! But 
it isn't for me to say who will sit at 
my right side and at my left. This is 
for my Father to say." 

Darby Bible Translation: And Jesus 
answering said, Ye know not what ye 
ask. Can ye drink the cup which I am 
about to drink? They say to him, We 
are able. [And] he says to them, Ye 
shall drink indeed my cup, but to sit 
on my right hand and on [my] left, is 
not mine to give, but to those for 
whom it is prepared of my Father. 

Douay-Rheims Bible: And Jesus 
answering, said: You know not what 
you ask. Can you drink the chalice 
that I shall drink? They say to him: 
We can. He saith to them: My chalice 
indeed you shall drink; but to sit on 
my right or left hand, is not mine to 
give to you, but to them for whom it 
is prepared by my Father. 

English Revised Version: But Jesus 
answered and said, Ye know not 
what ye ask. Are ye able to drink the 
cup that I am about to drink? They 
say unto him, We are able. He saith 
unto them, My cup indeed ye shall 
drink: but to sit on my right hand, 
and on my left hand, is not mine to 



Page 25 January 2026 Four Angels’ Messages 

give, but it is for them for whom it 
hath been prepared of my Father. 

English Standard Version: Jesus 
answered, “You do not know what 
you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I am to drink?” They said 
to him, “We are able.” He said to 
them, “You will drink my cup, but to 
sit at my right hand and at my left is 
not mine to grant, but it is for those 
for whom it has been prepared by my 
Father.” 

Godbey New Testament: And Jesus 
responding said, You know not what 
you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup which I am about to drink? 
They say to Him, We are able. And He 
says to them, You shall indeed drink 
my cup, but to sit on my right, and on 
my left, this is not mine to give, but it 
belongs to those for whom it has 
been prepared by my Father. 

GOD'S WORD® Translation: Jesus 
replied, "You don't realize what 
you're asking. Can you drink the cup 
that I'm going to drink?" "We can," 
they told him. Jesus said to them, 
"You will drink my cup. But I don't 
have the authority to grant you a seat 
at my right or left. My Father has 
already prepared these positions for 
certain people." 

Good News Translation: "You don't 
know what you are asking for," Jesus 
answered the sons. "Can you drink 
the cup of suffering that I am about 
to drink?" "We can," they answered. 
"You will indeed drink from my cup," 
Jesus told them, "but I do not have 
the right to choose who will sit at my 
right and my left. These places belong 
to those for whom my Father has 
prepared them." 

Holman Christian Standard Bible: 
But Jesus answered, "You don't know 
what you're asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I am about to 
drink?" " We are able," they said to 
Him. He told them, "You will indeed 

drink My cup. But to sit at My right 
and left is not Mine to give; instead, 
it belongs to those for whom it has 
been prepared by My Father." 

International Standard Version: 
Jesus replied, "You don't realize what 
you're asking. Can you drink from the 
cup that I'm going to drink from?" 
They told him, "We can." He told 
them, "You will indeed drink from my 
cup. But it's not up to me to grant 
you a seat at my right hand or at my 
left. These positions have already 
been prepared for others by my 
Father." 

NET Bible: Jesus answered, "You 
don't know what you are asking! Are 
you able to drink the cup I am about 
to drink?" They said to him, "We are 
able." He told them, "You will drink 
my cup, but to sit at my right and at 
my left is not mine to give. Rather, it 
is for those for whom it has been 
prepared by my Father." 

New American Standard Bible: But 
Jesus replied, “You do not know what 
you are asking. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I am about to drink?” 
They said to Him, “We are able.” He 
said to them, “My cup you shall 
drink; but to sit at My right and at My 
left is not Mine to give, but it is for 
those for whom it has been prepared 
by My Father.” 

New Heart English Bible: But Jesus 
answered and said, "You do not know 
what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I am about to 
drink?" They said to him, "We are 
able." He said to them, "You will 
indeed drink my cup, but to sit on my 
right hand and on my left hand is not 
mine to give; but it is for whom it has 
been prepared by my Father." 

New International Version: "You 
don't know what you are asking," 
Jesus said to them. "Can you drink 
the cup I am going to drink?" "We 
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can," they answered. Jesus said to 
them, "You will indeed drink from my 
cup, but to sit at my right or left is 
not for me to grant. These places 
belong to those for whom they have 
been prepared by my Father." 

New Living Translation: But Jesus 
answered by saying to them, “You 
don’t know what you are asking! Are 
you able to drink from the bitter cup 
of suffering I am about to drink?” “Oh 
yes,” they replied, “we are able!” 
Jesus told them, “You will indeed 
drink from my bitter cup. But I have 
no right to say who will sit on my 
right or my left. My Father has 
prepared those places for the ones 
he has chosen.” 

Smith's Literal Translation: And Jesus 
having answered, said, Ye know not 
what ye ask: can ye drink the cup 
which I am about to drink, and be 
immersed with the immersion which 
I am immersed? They say to him, We 
can. And he says to them, Truly my 
cup shall ye drink, and with the 
immersion which I am immersed shall 
ye be immersed; but to sit on my 
right, and on my left, is not mine to 
give, but to those it was prepared for 
by my Father. 

Weymouth New Testament "None of 
you know what you are asking for," 
said Jesus; "can you drink out of the 
cup from which I am about to drink?" 
"We can," they replied. "You shall 
drink out of my cup," He said, "but a 
seat at my right hand or at my left it 
is not for me to allot, but it belongs 
to those for whom it has been 
prepared by my Father." 

Worrell New Testament: But Jesus, 
answering, said, "Ye know not what 
ye are asking. Are ye able to drink the 
cup that I am about to drink?" They 
say to Him, "We are able." He saith to 
them, "My cup, indeed, ye shall 
drink; but to sit on My right hand, 

and on My left, is not Mine to give, 
but it is for those for whom it has 
been prepared by My Father." 

 

Correct, This Time: 

A Faithful Version: But Jesus 
answered and said, "You do not know 
what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I am about to 
drink, and to be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with?" 
They said to Him, "We are able." And 
He said to them, "You shall indeed 
drink of My cup, and shall be 
baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with; but to sit at My right 
hand and at My left hand is not Mine 
to give, but shall be given to those for 
whom it has been prepared by My 
Father." 

Anderson New Testament: But Jesus 
answered and said: You know not 
what you ask. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I am about to drink, and 
to be immersed with the immersion 
with which I am immersed? They said 
to him: We are able. And he said to 
them: You shall drink my cup, and be 
immersed with the immersion with 
which I am immersed: but to sit on 
my right hand, and on my left, is not 
mine to give; but it shall be given to 
them for whom it has been prepared 
by my Father. 

Aramaic Bible in Plain English: 
Yeshua answered and he said, “You 
do not know what you are asking. Are 
you able to drink the cup that I am 
prepared to drink or to be baptized in 
the baptism in which I am to be 
baptized?” They were saying to him, 
“We are able.” He said to them, “You 
will drink my cup and you will be 
baptized in the baptism in which I am 
baptized, but for you to sit at my 
right and at my left is not mine to 
give except to those for whom it is 
prepared by my Father.” 
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Bishops' Bible of 1568: But Iesus 
aunswered, and saide: Ye wote not 
what ye aske. Are ye able to drynke 
of the cuppe that I shall drynke of? 
and to be baptized with the baptisme 
that I am baptized with? They say 
vnto hym: we are able. He sayth vnto 
them: Ye shall drynke in deede of my 
cuppe, and be baptized with the 
baptisme that I am baptized with: But 
to syt on my ryght hande, & on my 
lefte, is not myne to geue, but to 
them for whom it is prepared for of 
my father. 

Coverdale Bible of 1535: But Iesus 
answered, and sayde: Ye wote not 
what ye axe. Maye ye drynke the 
cuppe, that I shal drynke? & to be 
baptised with the baptyme, that I 
shalbe baptysed withall? They sayde 
vnto him: Yee that we maye. And he 
sayde vnto them: My cuppe truly shal 
ye drynke, & with the baptyme yt I 
shal be baptysed withall, shal ye be 
baptysed: Neuertheles to syt vpon 
my right honde & on my left, is not 
myne to geue, but vnto the for who it 
is prepared of my father. 

Geneva Bible of 1587: And Iesus 
answered and said, Ye know not 
what ye aske. Are ye able to drinke of 
the cup that I shall drinke of, and to 
be baptized with the baptisme that I 
shalbe baptized with? They said to 
him, We are able. And he said vnto 
them, Ye shall drinke in deede of my 
cup, and shall be baptized with the 
baptisme, that I am baptized with, 
but to sit at my right hande, and at 
my left hand, is not mine to giue: but 
it shalbe giuen to them for whome it 
is prepared of my Father. 

Haweis New Testament: Then Jesus 
answering said, Ye know not what ye 
ask. Can ye drink of the cup that I am 
going to drink, and be baptised with 
the baptism with which I am 
baptised? They say unto him, We are 
able. And he saith unto them, Ye shall 

indeed drink of my cup, and with the 
baptism with which I am baptised, 
shall ye be baptised; but to sit on my 
right hand, and on my left, it is not in 
my power to bestow, but on those, 
for whom it was prepared by my 
Father. 

Lamsa Bible: Jesus answered and 
said, You do not know what you are 
asking. Can you drink the cup that I 
am ready to drink, or be baptized 
with the baptism with which I am to 
be baptized? They said to him, We 
can. He said to them, Indeed my cup 
you shall drink, and the baptism with 
which I am to be baptized, you too 
shall be baptized with; but to sit at 
my right hand and at my left, that is 
not mine to give, but it is for those 
for whom it is prepared by my 
Father. 

Literal Emphasis Translation: And 
answering, Jesus said, You do not 
know what you ask for. Are you able 
to drink the cup which I am about to 
drink? and the baptism which I am 
baptized to be baptized with? Not in 
vulgate, Darby, ESV, NASB They say 
to Him, We are able. He says to 
them, You will drink indeed My cup; 
and the baptism which I am baptized, 
you shall be baptized with- not in the 
same; however to sit from out of My 
right and from out of the left, this is 
not Mine to give; but to those for 
whom it has been prepared by My 
Father. 

Literal Standard Version: And Jesus 
answering said, “You have not known 
what you ask for yourselves; are you 
able to drink of the cup that I am 
about to drink? And with the 
immersion that I am immersed with, 
to be immersed?” They say to Him, 
“We are able.” And He says to them, 
“Of My cup indeed you will drink, and 
with the immersion that I am 
immersed with you will be immersed; 
but to sit on My right hand and on 
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My left is not Mine to give, but – to 
those for whom it has been prepared 
by My Father.” 

Mace New Testament: but Jesus 
answered them, ye know not what ye 
ask, can ye bear to drink of the cup 
that I shall drink of, and to be 
baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with? they said to him, we 
can. he replied, ye shall indeed drink 
of my cup, and be baptized with the 
baptism that I am baptized with: but 
to sit on my right hand, and on my 
left, I cannot grant to any but those 
whom my father has destin'd 
thereto. 

New King James Version: But Jesus 
answered and said, “You do not know 
what you ask. Are you able to drink 
the cup that I am about to drink, and 
be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with?” They said to Him, 
“We are able.” So He said to them, 
“You will indeed drink My cup, and 
be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with; but to sit on My 
right hand and on My left is not Mine 
to give, but it is for those for whom it 
is prepared by My Father.” 

Tyndale Bible of 1526: Iesus 
answered and sayd: Ye wot not what 
ye axe. Are ye able to drynke of the 
cuppe yt I shall drynke of and to be 
baptised wt the baptyme that I 
shalbe baptised with? They answered 
to him that we are. And he sayd vnto 
the: Ye shall drinke of my cvp and 
shalbe baptised with the baptyme 
that I shalbe baptised with. But to syt 
on my ryght hond and on my lyst 
hond is not myne to geve: but to 
them for whom it is prepared of my 
father. 

Webster's Bible Translation: But 
Jesus answered and said, Ye know 
not what ye ask. Are ye able to drink 
of the cup that I shall drink of, and to 
be baptized with the baptism that I 
am baptized with? They say to him, 

We are able. And he saith to them, Ye 
shall drink indeed of my cup, and be 
baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with: but to sit on my right 
hand, and on my left, is not mine to 
give, but it shall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared by my Father. 

World English Bible: But Jesus 
answered, "You don't know what you 
are asking. Are you able to drink the 
cup that I am about to drink, and be 
baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with?" They said to him, 
"We are able." He said to them, "You 
will indeed drink my cup, and be 
baptized with the baptism that I am 
baptized with, but to sit on my right 
hand and on my left hand is not mine 
to give; but it is for whom it has been 
prepared by my Father." 

Worsley New Testament: But Jesus 
answered and said, Ye know not 
what ye ask: are ye able to drink of 
the cup which I am going to drink of, 
and to be baptized with the baptism 
that I am baptized with? They 
replied, We are able. And He saith 
unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of 
my cup, and shall be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with; 
but to sit on my right hand and on my 
left is not mine to give, but to those 
for whom it is prepared by my 
Father. 

Young's Literal Translation: And 
Jesus answering said, 'Ye have not 
known what ye ask for yourselves; 
are ye able to drink of the cup that I 
am about to drink? and with the 
baptism that I am baptized with, to 
be baptized?' They say to him, 'We 
are able.' And he saith to them, 'Of 
my cup indeed ye shall drink, and 
with the baptism that I am baptized 
with ye shall be baptized; but to sit 
on my right hand and on my left is 
not mine to give, but – to those for 
whom it hath been prepared by my 
father.'                                             
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Keep the Sabbath Holy 
Jerry O’Donnell 

"Remember" is placed at the very first 
of the Fourth Commandment. 
Parents, you need to remember the 
Sabbath day yourselves to keep it 
holy. And if you do this, you are giving 
the proper instruction to your 
children; they will reverence God's 
holy day.... Christian education is 
needed in your homes. All through 
the week keep the Lord's holy 
Sabbath in view, for that day is to be 
devoted to the service of God. It is a 
day when the hands are to rest from 
worldly employment, when the soul's 
needs are to receive especial 
attention. {CG 527.3}   

When the Sabbath is thus 
remembered, the temporal will not 
be allowed to encroach upon the 
spiritual. No duty pertaining to the six 
working days will be left for the 
Sabbath. During the week our 
energies will not be so exhausted in 
temporal labor that on the day when 
the Lord rested and was refreshed, 
we shall be too weary to engage in 
His service. {CG 528.1} 

 

Not only should parents set and 
example for the family to follow in 
keeping holy the Sabbath day, but all 
adults ought to do the same thing 
because children are very observant, 
as well as other adults who are still 
finding their way in keeping the day 
holy. 

At church, when conversation allows 
for secular content to creep in, do not 
think for a moment that little ears are 

tuning that person out. In fact, they 
seem to be more in tune at the 
wrong time. These are seeds being 
sown that will breed weeds later. 

In the home, when it is time to 
acknowledge the Sabbath arriving, 
the constant, “I just have one more 
thing to take care of” that nearly 
encroaches on the Sabbath, or 
actually does, is setting the wrong 
example. We had six days to take 
care of it, or for that last moment 
thing, there should have been better 
time management to deal with the 
item that just had to wait until the 
end of the preparation day. 

For those winter Sabbaths when the 
sun sets early, there is nothing wrong 
with preparing for the Sabbath on 
Thursday and not letting everything 
pile up for Friday. Just because Friday 
is the preparation day does not mean 
we cannot start preparing for it 
beginning on Sunday, and the five 
days to follow. 

And for those who overwork the 
other six days causing so much 
exhaustion that the afternoon is 
spent in bed, what are the kids left 
with as an example when hours are 
passing by without their parents' 
presence? Sabbath is not made for 
sleeping away. 

So, all adults, please ask yourself 
what example you are setting before 
impressionable eyes. 

  

Yes, we brought this topic back from the chopping block after finding a new approach 
and a reader sharing their interest in the article.  

Remember  



Questions And Answers 

Allow at least three (3) months before your question may appear. 
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Question: How do we really know 
Rome is the target of the many 
prophecies of the Bible? 

Answers: Before we, as Adventists, 
start questioning who the Antichrist 
is, listen to an answer from one of 
our pioneers... 

From John N. Andrews, Rome is the 
Power in Question: 

1. This power was to come forth from 
one of the four kingdoms of 
Alexander's empire. Let us remember 
that nations are not brought into 
prophecy, till somehow connected 
with the people of God. Rome had 
been in existence many years before 
it was noticed in prophecy; and Rome 
had made Macedon, one of the four 
horns of the Grecian goat, a part of 
itself; B.C. 168, about ten years 
before its first connection with the 
people of God. See 1 Mac. 8. So that 
Rome could as truly be said to be 
"out of one of them," as the ten 
horns of the fourth beast in the 
seventh chapter, could be said to 
come out of that beast, when they 
were ten kingdoms set up by the 
conquerors of Rome. 

2. It was to wax exceeding great 
toward the south, and toward the 
east, and toward the pleasant land. 
(Palestine. Ps. 106:24; Zech. 7:14.) 
This was true of Rome in particular. 
Witness its conquests in Africa and 
Asia, and its overthrow of the place 
and nation of the Jews. John 11:48. 

3. It was to cast down of the host and 
of the stars. This is predicted 
respecting the dragon. Rev. 12:3, 4. 
All admit that the dragon was Rome. 
Who can fail to see their identity? 

4. Rome was emphatically a king of 
fierce countenance, and one that did 
understand dark sentences. Moses 
used similar language when, as all 
agree, he predicted the Roman 
power. Deut. 28:49, 50. 

5. Rome did destroy wonderfully. 
Witness its overthrow of all opposing 
powers. 

6. Rome has destroyed more of "the 
mighty and the holy people," than all 
other persecuting powers combined. 
From fifty to one hundred millions of 
the church have been slain by it. 

7. Rome did stand up against the 
Prince of princes. The Roman power 
nailed Jesus Christ to the cross. Acts 
4:26, 27; Matt. 27:2; Rev. 12:4. 

8. This power is to "be broken 
without hand." How clear the 
reference to the stone "cut out 
without hand" that smote the image. 
Dan. 2:34. Its destruction then does 
not take place until the final 
overthrow of earthly power. These 
facts are conclusive proof that Rome 
is the subject of this prophecy. For an 
extended notice, see Advent Library, 
No. 33. 

The field of vision, then, is the 
empires of Persia, Greece, and Rome. 
{1872 JNA, The Sanctuary and Twenty
-three Hundred Days, pages 13.1 to 
14.5}. 

 

Question: Just how long have the 
anti-Sabbath arguments been 
around? 

Answer: At least from 1887 as noted 
Daniel T. Bourdeau: 



While truth is harmonious, error is 
often found to contradict itself, as 
well as to be opposed to the Bible. 
This fact should aid in determining 
who have the truth on the Sabbath 
question. We have known some of 
our opponents to take all the 
following positions in the course of a 
single interview on the Sabbath 
question:- 

1. The law of ten commandments is 
immutable. 

2. The fourth commandment was 
abolished. 

3. The whole law was abolished. 

4. The Sabbath was changed from the 
seventh to the first day by divine 
authority. 

5. All days are alike. 

6. We keep the first day because 
Christ rose on that day. 

7. It is probable that the seventh day 
has been lost. 

8. We obey the fourth 
commandment in keeping the first 
day. 

9. There is no divine law enjoining 
the observance of the first day. 

10. We obey the law of God in 
keeping any day whatever after six 
days of labor. 

11. If all kept the seventh day, we 
would keep it. 

12. Those who keep the seventh day 
are fallen from grace. 

13. We should not judge one another 
in regard to the keeping of days. 

The most inconsistent, criminal, and 
inexcusable feature of the opposition 
is seen in the efforts which are 
frequently put forth by our 
opponents against the profession of 
all Protestant denominations, to 
prove that the law of ten 

commandments is abolished, with 
the design of evading the force of the 
fourth commandment. And, generally 
speaking, if the objections that our 
antagonists urge against the Sabbatic 
law prove the abolition of the 
Sabbath, they equally prove the 
abolition of all the commandments. 
For instance, if because we are not 
under the law and because we are 
not justified by the law, we are to 
conclude that we have full liberty to 
transgress the Sabbath, should we 
not also conclude, for the same 
reasons, that we may transgress all 
the precepts of the law? But, as a 
general thing, those who are guilty of 
this inconsistency will finally admit 
that nine of the commandments are 
obligatory. They slay all the 
commandments that they may 
dispose of the fourth, and then try to 
restore nine of the commandments 
to their proper position. It is as if an 
army officer should slay a whole 
company of soldiers to punish and 
dispose of a lawless one; or as if a 
man having a diseased finger, should 
propose to get rid of it by having all 
his fingers amputated by one blow, 
and then to have his nine good 
fingers restored to where they were 
originally! 

The difference between those who 
are under the law and those who are 
under grace, is clearly seen in the 
following illustration: A man is seized 
by the law for having stolen a piece 
of property. He is condemned to pay 
a fine of $300, or to be imprisoned. 
Being unable to pay the fine, he is 
sent to prison, where be is under the 
law of the country. The governor 
pays the fine on condition that the 
thief reforms, and the thief is 
delivered from prison, and from the 
law that weighed heavily upon him. 
He is now under the grace or favor of 
the governor. But may he for this 
reason steal as much as he pleases? 
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Making It Plain 
Jerry O’Donnell 

Last Days  

The term “last days” is often 
confused in the amount of time it 
covers. Though Jesus never 
mentioned the term “last days” 
Himself, He did say, “Verily I say unto 
you, This generation shall not pass, 
till all these things be fulfilled”  
(Matthew 24:34). The phrase “this 
generation” is often connected with 
the understanding of “last days”. Do 
keep in mind that Jesus was asked, 
“Tell us, when shall these things be? 
and what [shall be] the sign of thy 
coming, and of the end of the 
world?” (Matthew 24:3). The “last 
days” and “end of the world” are not 
the same, despite people trying to 
make it so. 

The term “last days” is inclusive of 
certain major historical events that 
were prophesied. For instance, there 
is the conclusion of the first reign of 
antichrist covering “a time and times 
and the dividing of time” (Daniel 
7:25), or “forty [and] two months”  
(Revelation 13:5). Those are 
prophetic words that cover actual 
years ending in 1798, hence, why a 
lot of Adventists grab that date as the 
start of the “last days”. 

Others place the “last days” as 
starting in 1844 because of Daniel 
8:14’s prophetic timeline: “Unto two 
thousand and three hundred days; 
then shall the sanctuary be 

cleansed” (Daniel 8:14). Again, in 
literal terms, that timeline ended in 
1844 beginning the judgment phase 
of Christ’s ministry, which indeed is a 
“last day” activity because once Jesus 
is done with the judging, it is quickly 
wrapped up with seven last plagues 
and the second coming. No one will 
wonder if we are in the last days 
when those things happen. 

But the point that we want to make 
plain is that we ought not think of the 
“last days” as a period of a mere ten, 
twenty, or thirty years maximum. 
Even the turning point in the United 
States of the significant immoral 
decline of the 1960s with God out of 
schools, a certain teen revolution 
that has made a negative  impact on 
relationships ever since, and much 
more, is still too recent to label as the 
beginning of the “last days”, 
especially since there is no prophetic 
timeline, or prophetic major event 
identifying the 1960s as an 
expectation of the Bible. 

The term “last days” spans more than 
one generation, therefore, why 
today’s young adults can say, “My 
great-grandparents said to look at all 
the earthquakes happening. Surely, 
we are in the last days! And they are 
dead and Jesus still hasn’t shown 
up!” The “last days” period covers 
that time as well as the present. 

Let him try it, and he will find himself 
under the law again. It is thus with 
those who pretend that because 
Christians are not under the law, they 
may violate the Sabbath. {1887 

Daniel T. Bourdeau, Refutation of 
Forty-Four So-Called Objections 
Against the Ancient Sabbath, pages 
74.2 to 76.1} 

 
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When we think that a Bible term 
centers around us, happening only in 
our lifespan, that is when we 
misunderstand the Bible. But when 
we take it all into perspective and can 
see that a mere three hundred years 
is but like seventy-two minutes on a 
twenty-four hour clock; we can truly 
relate it to being the “last days”. If we 
were waiting for something to 
happen in exactly twenty-four hours, 
we would think it to be so long, but 

once we near that last hour, we no 
longer would think that. We would 
be anticipating that last hour to go by 
quickly. Hence, the last three 
hundred years can easily be labeled 
as the “last days” despite the fact 
that our great-grandparents have 
lived and died already, as well as 
other generations. 

 

November 5 

Bolde 

15 White Lies We Spin About Our 
Weekend To Appear Cooler Than We 
Are 

Exodus 20:16 says, "Thou shalt not 
bear false witness against thy 
neighbour." There are no such things 
as "white lies". As soon as the truth is 
distorted, it is mixed with the 
darkness of sin. Gray is a better color 
describing a mixture of truth and 
error, which still breaks the 
commandments. Besides, in looking 
over the list, it appears that bragging 
is the root cause of the lies, which is 
a type of pride, and "Pride [goeth] 
before destruction, and an haughty 
spirit before a fall" (Proverbs 16:18). 

 

November 9 

The Cool Down 

Experts urge people to fish and eat 
crab species putting entire fishing 
industry at risk: 'An animal of 
unacceptable intelligence' 

They may be an expert identifying 
and managing crabs, but "the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God" (1 Corinthians 3:19). "And 
all that have not fins and scales in the 
seas, and in the rivers, of all that 
move in the waters, and of any living 
thing which [is] in the waters, they 
[shall be] an abomination unto 
you" (Leviticus 11:10). And no, Jesus 
did not clean it up, nor was Peter's 
vision a command to eat such 
creatures. A crab is the same physical 
crab since the beginning of time. 
Jesus did not change their digestive 
systems. These creatures are not 
spiritually unclean. They are 
physically unclean. They contain 
poisons that are actually harmful to 
human beings. 

 

November 21 

Minnesota Reformer 

Young girls were sexually abused by 
a church member. They were told to 
forgive and forget. 

News and Comments 
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Nothing to report, which is a good 
thing. 

 

Subscription Renewal 
 
Subscriptions are based on the honor system because we are trying to 
conserve on the cost by putting God’s money to the most efficient means 
possible as well as precious time.  
 

Sure, that may mean we do not collect more funds, but we would like to 
trust God to prompt people to do so instead of conducting God’s work in a 
business fashion.  
 

If you do send it in “too early”, it will be applied properly.  
 

Also, if you are sincerely unable to pay the annual subscription, do not feel 
guilty for still receiving the bread in times of need. 

Watchman, Let Him Declare What He Seeth  

This section is not about revealing the apostasy and creating ill feeling towards the 
conference. It is to make sure that no one is caught up in those that participate in the 
apostasy. That is what it means to “Declare What I See” because God says, “When I say 
unto the wicked, Thou shalt surely die; and thou givest him not warning, nor speakest 
to warn the wicked from his wicked way, to save his life; the same wicked [man] shall 
die in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at thine hand” (Ezekiel 3:18). We have 
enough to worry about our own life; we do not need your (in general) blood to be on us 
too. 

Christian forgiveness does not 
replace consequences for actions. So 
many Christians get this wrong. To 
simply say, "I forgive you" and now 
everything continues without 
consequence is not biblical at all. God 
Himself "will by no means clear [the 
guilty]" (Exodus 34:7). Jesus said, 
"Repent: for the kingdom of heaven 
is at hand" (Matthew 4:17). Repent is 
a ceasing from the sin. And 
Zacchaeus serves as an example of 
activity that happens after true 
repentance.  "And Zacchaeus stood, 
and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, 
the half of my goods I give to the 
poor; and if I have taken any thing 
from any man by false accusation, I 

restore [him] fourfold" (Luke 19:8). If 
a person robs a bank and asks for 
forgiveness, the robber does not get 
to keep the money. A victim that can 
come to forgiveness does not 
prevent the rapist from facing 
charges. Forgiveness and justice are 
not opposites, but steps in the 
process of righting the wrong. 
Forgiveness does not replace justice 
but justice follows forgiveness, if 
forgiveness occurs. The victim may, 
or may not, offer forgiveness. In 
either case, even God exercises 
justice. 

 
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Ellen White  
Abbreviations  
In this Issue 

 

1SM -  

Selected Messages Book 1 

 

CG -  

Child Guidance 

 

GC -  

The Great Controversy (1911) 

 

Mar -  

Maranatha 

In the way of righteousness is life; 
and in the pathway thereof there 
is no death. Proverbs 12:28  

 

Another year now opens its fair 
unwritten pages before you. The 
recording angel stands ready to 
write. Your course of action will 
determine what shall be traced by 
him. You may make your future life 
good or evil; and this will determine 
for you whether the year upon 
which you have just entered will be 
to you a happy new year. It is in 
your power to make it such for 
yourself and for those around you.   

Let patience, long-suffering, 
kindness, and love become a part of 
your very being; then whatsoever 
things are pure and lovely and of 
good report will mature in your 
experience.   

Angels of God are waiting to show 
you the path of life. . . . Decide now, 
at the commencement of the new 
year, that you will choose the path 
of righteousness, that you will be 
earnest and true-hearted, and that 
life with you shall not prove a 
mistake. Go forward, guided by the 
heavenly angels; be courageous; be 
enterprising; let your light shine; 
and may the words of inspiration be 
applicable to you--"I write unto you, 
young men, because you are strong 
and have overcome the wicked 
one."   

If you have . . . given yourself to 
Christ, you are a member of the 

family of God, and everything in the 
Father's house is for you. All the 
treasures of God are open to you, 
both the world that now is and that 
which is to come. The ministry of 
angels, the gift of His Spirit, the 
labors of His servants--all are for 
you. The world, with everything in 
it, is yours so far as it can do you 
good. Even the enmity of the 
wicked will prove a blessing, by 
disciplining you for heaven. If "ye 
are Christ's" "all things are yours."  

{My Life Today, page 5}  

 

My Consecration 
Today The Way of 

Righteousness Is Life 
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Natural Remedies  

Reen Swindle 

COMMENT: In these times  we live in, even access to natural supplements will be-

come increasingly difficult to access, so we are going to try our best to use the most 

natural means possible to deal with health situations.  

Excess Mucus Control  
Pineapple is naturally rich in 
bromelain, which is an enzyme that 
helps break down and thin mucus so 
it is easier for your body to clear. 
Ginger is a natural expectorant, 
which can ease congestion and help 
you cough up mucus from the lungs. 
High in antioxidants and  
anti-inflammatory compounds, 
Spirulina helps calm irritation in the 
respiratory system and supports 
immune function.  Spirulina can 

help reduce the triggers that lead to 
excess mucus, making it valuable for 
controlling healthy mucus levels. A 
combination of these three 
ingredients in your blender can keep 
mucus levels in the normal range. 
Try combining 1 Tbsp Spirulina 
powder, ½ cup fresh pineapple, ½ 
Tbsp minced ginger root, and ½ cup 
water for mucus relief when 
congestion shows up. 

 


