
Spiritual Application of Facing the Storm 
1. Matthew 14:22 And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and to go 

before him unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes away.  

 

A. Whenever we come to investigate Bible truth, the Master of assemblies is with us. The Lord 

does not leave the ship one moment to be steered by ignorant pilots. We may receive our 

orders from the Captain of our salvation.--Review and Herald, March 25, 1890. 

 

The doctrines must be plainly understood. The men accepted to teach the truth must be 

anchored; then their vessel will hold against storm and tempest, because the anchor holds 

them firmly. The deceptions will increase.-- Letter 1, 1897.  {2SM 58.2}   

 

B. Those who proclaimed this warning gave the right message at the right time. But as the 

early disciples declared, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand," based on 

the prophecy of Daniel 9, while they failed to perceive that the death of the Messiah was 

foretold in the same scripture, so Miller and his associates preached the message based on 

Daniel 8:14 and Revelation 14:7, and failed to see that there were still other messages 

brought to view in Revelation 14, which were also to be given before the advent of the Lord. 

As the disciples were mistaken in regard to the kingdom to be set up at the end of the 

seventy weeks, so Adventists were mistaken in regard to the event to take place at the 

expiration of the 2300 days. In both cases there was an acceptance of, or rather an 

adherence to, popular errors that blinded the mind to the truth. Both classes fulfilled the 

will of God in delivering the message which He desired to be given, and both, through their 

own misapprehension of their message, suffered disappointment.  {GC 352.3}   

 

Yet God accomplished His own beneficent purpose in permitting the warning of the 

judgment to be given just as it was. The great day was at hand, and in His providence the 

people were brought to the test of a definite time, in order to reveal to them what was in 

their hearts. The message was designed for the testing and purification of the church. They 

were to be led to see whether their affections were set upon this world or upon Christ and 

heaven. They professed to love the Saviour; now they were to prove their love. Were they 

ready to renounce their worldly hopes and ambitions, and welcome with joy the advent of 

their Lord? The message was designed to enable them to discern their true spiritual state; it 

was sent in mercy to arouse them to seek the Lord with repentance and humiliation.  {GC 

353.1}   

 

The disappointment also, though the result of their own misapprehension of the message 

which they gave, was to be overruled for good. It would test the hearts of those who had 

professed to receive the warning. In the face of their disappointment would they rashly give 

up their experience and cast away their confidence in God's word? or would they, in prayer 

and humility, seek to discern where they had failed to comprehend the significance of the 

prophecy? How many had moved from fear, or from impulse and excitement? How many 

were halfhearted and unbelieving? Multitudes professed to love the appearing of the Lord. 

When called to endure the scoffs and reproach of the world, and the test of delay and 

disappointment, would they renounce the faith? Because they did not immediately 
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understand the dealings of God with them, would they cast aside truths sustained by the 

clearest testimony of His word?  {GC 353.2}   

 

This test would reveal the strength of those who with real faith had obeyed what they 

believed to be the teaching of the word and the Spirit of God. It would teach them, as only 

such an experience could, the danger of accepting the theories and interpretations of men, 

instead of making the Bible its own interpreter. To the children of faith the perplexity and 

sorrow resulting from their error would work the needed correction. They would be led to a 

closer study of the prophetic word. They would be taught to examine more carefully the 

foundation of their faith, and to reject everything, however widely accepted by the Christian 

world, that was not founded upon the Scriptures of truth.  {GC 354.1}   

 

With these believers, as with the first disciples, that which in the hour of trial seemed dark 

to their understanding would afterward be made plain. When they should see the "end of 

the Lord" they would know that, notwithstanding the trial resulting from their errors, His 

purposes of love toward them had been steadily fulfilling. They would learn by a blessed 

experience that He is "very pitiful, and of tender mercy;" that all His paths "are mercy and 

truth unto such as keep His covenant and His testimonies."  {GC 354.2} 

 

• Ship equates to truth. 

• A clear separation between those following the traditions of men in trying to make Jesus 

King and those that, even in their unclearness of events but openness to learn, were 

separated. 

• The other side referring to the period of 1844 until the end 

• Going before referring to Jesus setting forth the pathway of the Three Angels’ Messages, 

even fulfilling:  

o Revelation 10:11 And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many 

peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings. 

o Matthew 28:19-20 Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost:  Teaching them to 

observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, 

[even] unto the end of the world. Amen. 

o Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for 

a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come. 

 

 

2. Matthew 14:23 And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain apart 

to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.  

 

A. "If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed," said Jesus, "ye shall say unto this mountain, 

Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove." Though the grain of mustard seed is so 

small, it contains that same mysterious life principle which produces growth in the loftiest 

tree. When the mustard seed is cast into the ground, the tiny germ lays hold of every 

element that God has provided for its nutriment, and it speedily develops a sturdy growth. If 
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you have faith like this, you will lay hold upon God's word, and upon all the helpful agencies 

He has appointed. Thus your faith will strengthen, and will bring to your aid the power of 

heaven. The obstacles that are piled by Satan across your path, though apparently as 

insurmountable as the eternal hills, shall disappear before the demand of faith. "Nothing 

shall be impossible unto you."  {DA 431.3}   

 

B. Christ as the great high priest, making a perfect atonement for sin, stands alone in divine 

majesty and glory. {RH, March 17, 1903 par. 3}   

 

• The mountain that Jesus ascended is the mountain of sin that needs cleansed from the books. 

• He being alone in the story matches Jesus alone coming before the Father in the Most Holy 

Place. 

 

3. Matthew 14:24 But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for the wind 

was contrary.  

 

A. And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore sitteth, are peoples, 

and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. (Revelation 17:15) 

 

B. That we [henceforth] be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every 

wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to 

deceive (Ephesians 4:14) 

 

C. When God shall bid His angels loose the winds, there will be such a scene of strife as no pen 

can picture.  {Ed 179.6} 

 

• Ship (from before) is TRUTH 

• Sea and waves are many peoples, in this case, that are not in the truth and are attacking the 

truth in all forms causing those in the truth to be tossed all about. 

• Wind is strife also doctrine, which is contrary to the TRUTH 

 

4. Matthew 14:25 And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went unto them, walking on the 

sea.  

 

A. And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great 

power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. (Revelation 18:1) 

 

B. John says, “I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and the 

earth was lightened with his glory.” [Revelation 18:1.] Then, as at the Pentecostal 

season, the people will hear the truth spoken to them, every man in his own tongue. 

God can breathe new life into every soul that sincerely desires to serve him, and can 

touch the lips with a live coal from off the altar, and cause them to become eloquent 

with his praise. Thousands of voices will be imbued with the power to speak forth the 

wonderful truths of God's word. The stammering tongue will be loosed, and the timid 
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will be made strong to bear courageous testimony to the truth. May the Lord help his 

people to cleanse the soul-temple from every defilement, and to maintain so close a 

connection with him that they may be partakers of the latter rain when it shall be 

poured out. {GW92 383.3} 

 

• During the 4th angel (fourth watch), Jesus will come to us in the form of the Latter Rain by the 

power of the Holy Spirit.  

• Despite the world of turmoil continuing to swell, we shall be able to live unaffected spiritually. 

 

5. Matthew 14:26-27 And when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were troubled, 

saying, It is a spirit; and they cried out for fear. Matthew 14:27 But straightway Jesus spake 

unto them, saying, Be of good cheer; it is I; be not afraid. 

 

A. "Here now this, O foolish people, and without understanding; which have eyes, and see not; 

which have ears, and hear not: fear ye not me saith the Lord: will ye not tremble at my 

presence, which have placed the sand for the bound of the sea by a perpetual degree, that it 

cannot pass it: and though the waves thereof toss themselves, yet can they not prevail; 

though they roar, yet can they not pass over it? but this people hath a revolting and a 

rebellious heart; they are revolted and gone. Neither say they in their heart, Let us now fear 

the Lord our God, that giveth rain, both the former and the latter, in his season: he 

reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest. Your iniquities have turned away 

these things, and your sins have withholden good things from you. . . . They judge not the 

cause, the cause of the fatherless, yet they prosper; and the right of the needy do they not 

judge. Shall I not visit for these things? saith the Lord; shall not my soul be revenged on such 

a nation as this?"  {RH, August 1, 1893 par. 8} 

 

• We will have our fears calmed as well. 

 

6. Matthew 14:28-29 And Peter answered him and said, Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto 

thee on the water. Matthew 14:29 And he said, Come. And when Peter was come down out of 

the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. 

 

A. While I was praying at the family altar, the Holy Ghost fell upon me, and I seemed to be 

rising higher and higher, far above the dark world. I turned to look for the Advent 

people in the world, but could not find them, when a voice said to me, "Look again, and 

look a little higher." At this I raised my eyes, and saw a straight and narrow path, cast up 

high above the world. On this path the Advent people were traveling to the city, which 

was at the farther end of the path. {EW 14.1} 

B. If ye were of the world, the world would love his own: but because ye are not of the 

world, but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth you. (John 

15:19) 

• We have been called to walk on top of the water, on top of the worldly ways with a 

higher standard. 
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7. Matthew 14:30-31 But when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink, 

he cried, saying, Lord, save me.  

 

A.      The people of God will not be free from suffering; but while persecuted and 

distressed, while they endure privation and suffer for want of food they will not be left 

to perish. That God who cared for Elijah will not pass by one of His self-sacrificing 

children. He who numbers the hairs of their head will care for them, and in time of 

famine they shall be satisfied. While the wicked are dying from hunger and pestilence, 

angels will shield the righteous and supply their wants. To him that "walketh 

righteously" is the promise: "Bread shall be given him; his waters shall be sure." "When 

the poor and needy seek water, and there is none, and their tongue faileth for thirst, I 

the Lord will hear them, I the God of Israel will not forsake them." Isaiah 33:15, 16; 

41:17.  {GC 629.2}  

     "Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labor 

of the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the 

fold, and there shall be no herd in the stalls;" yet shall they that fear Him "rejoice in the 

Lord" and joy in the God of their salvation. Habakkuk 3:17, 18.  {GC 629.3}   

     "The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy right hand. The sun shall not 

smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord shall preserve thee from all evil: He 

shall preserve thy soul." "He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from 

the noisome pestilence. He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt 

thou trust: His truth shall be thy shield and buckler. Thou shalt not be afraid for the 

terror by night; nor for the arrow that flieth by day; nor for the pestilence that walketh 

in darkness; nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonday. A thousand shall fall at thy 

side, and ten thousand at thy right hand; but it shall not come nigh thee. Only with thine 

eyes shalt thou behold and see the reward of the wicked. Because thou hast made the 

Lord, which is my refuge, even the Most High, thy habitation; there shall no evil befall 

thee, neither shall any plague come nigh thy dwelling." Psalm 121:5-7; 91:3-10.  {GC 

629.4}  

     Yet to human sight it will appear that the people of God must soon seal their 

testimony with their blood as did the martyrs before them. They themselves begin to 

fear that the Lord has left them to fall by the hand of their enemies. It is a time of fearful 

agony. Day and night they cry unto God for deliverance. The wicked exult, and the 

jeering cry is heard: "Where now is your faith? Why does not God deliver you out of our 

hands if you are indeed His people?" But the waiting ones remember Jesus dying upon 

Calvary's cross and the chief priests and rulers shouting in mockery: "He saved others; 

Himself He cannot save. If He be the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the 

cross, and we will believe Him." Matthew 27:42. Like Jacob, all are wrestling with God. 

Their countenances express their internal struggle. Paleness sits upon every face. Yet 

they cease not their earnest intercession.  {GC 630.1}   

     Could men see with heavenly vision, they would behold companies of angels that 

excel in strength stationed about those who have kept the word of Christ's patience. 

With sympathizing tenderness, angels have witnessed their distress and have heard 
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their prayers. They are waiting the word of their Commander to snatch them from their 

peril. But they must wait yet a little longer. The people of God must drink of the cup and 

be baptized with the baptism. The very delay, so painful to them, is the best answer to 

their petitions. As they endeavor to wait trustingly for the Lord to work they are led to 

exercise faith, hope, and patience, which have been too little exercised during their 

religious experience. Yet for the elect's sake the time of trouble will be shortened. "Shall 

not God avenge His own elect, which cry day and night unto Him? . . . I tell you that He 

will avenge them speedily." Luke 18:7, 8. The end will come more quickly than men 

expect. The wheat will be gathered and bound in sheaves for the garner of God; the 

tares will be bound as fagots for the fires of destruction.  {GC 630.2}   

     The heavenly sentinels, faithful to their trust, continue their watch. Though a general 

decree has fixed the time when commandment keepers may be put to death, their 

enemies will in some cases anticipate the decree, and before the time specified, will 

endeavor to take their lives. But none can pass the mighty guardians stationed about 

every faithful soul. Some are assailed in their flight from the cities and villages; but the 

swords raised against them break and fall powerless as a straw. Others are defended by 

angels in the form of men of war.  {GC 631.1}   

 

• Though we won’t sink into sin, to human eyes, we will think that our fait is 

sealed by our blood, and we too we have only our cry to God, “Lord, save me!” 

 

8. Matthew 14:31 And immediately Jesus stretched forth [his] hand, and caught him, and said 

unto him, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?  

 

A.      The voice of God is heard from heaven, declaring the day and hour of Jesus' coming, 

and delivering the everlasting covenant to His people. Like peals of loudest thunder His 

words roll through the earth. The Israel of God stand listening, with their eyes fixed 

upward. Their countenances are lighted up with His glory, and shine as did the face of 

Moses when he came down from Sinai. The wicked cannot look upon them. And when 

the blessing is pronounced on those who have honored God by keeping His Sabbath 

holy, there is a mighty shout of victory.  {GC 640.2}   

     Soon there appears in the east a small black cloud, about half the size of a man's 

hand. It is the cloud which surrounds the Saviour and which seems in the distance to be 

shrouded in darkness. The people of God know this to be the sign of the Son of man. In 

solemn silence they gaze upon it as it draws nearer the earth, becoming lighter and 

more glorious, until it is a great white cloud, its base a glory like consuming fire, and 

above it the rainbow of the covenant. Jesus rides forth as a mighty conqueror. Not now 

a "Man of Sorrows," to drink the bitter cup of shame and woe, He comes, victor in 

heaven and earth, to judge the living and the dead. "Faithful and True," "in 

righteousness He doth judge and make war." And "the armies which were in heaven" 

(Revelation 19:11, 14) follow Him. With anthems of celestial melody the holy angels, a 

vast, unnumbered throng, attend Him on His way. The firmament seems filled with 

radiant forms--"ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands." No 

human pen can portray the scene; no mortal mind is adequate to conceive its splendor. 
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"His glory covered the heavens, and the earth was full of His praise. And His brightness 

was as the light." Habakkuk 3:3,4. As the living cloud comes still nearer, every eye 

beholds the Prince of life. No crown of thorns now mars that sacred head; but a diadem 

of glory rests on His holy brow. His countenance outshines the dazzling brightness of the 

noonday sun. "And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh a name written, King of 

kings, and Lord of lords." Revelation 19:16.  {GC 640.3}   

     Before His presence "all faces are turned into paleness;" upon the rejecters of God's 

mercy falls the terror of eternal despair. "The heart melteth, and the knees smite 

together, . . . and the faces of them all gather blackness." Jeremiah 30:6; Nahum 2:10. 

The righteous cry with trembling: "Who shall be able to stand?" The angels' song is 

hushed, and there is a period of awful silence. Then the voice of Jesus is heard, saying: 

"My grace is sufficient for you." The faces of the righteous are lighted up, and joy fills 

every heart. And the angels strike a note higher and sing again as they draw still nearer 

to the earth.  {GC 641.1}   

     The King of kings descends upon the cloud, wrapped in flaming fire. The heavens are 

rolled together as a scroll, the earth trembles before Him, and every mountain and 

island is moved out of its place. "Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence: a fire 

shall devour before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous round about Him. He shall call 

to the heavens from above, and to the earth, that He may judge His people." Psalm 

50:3,4.  {GC 641.2} 

• Instead of saying, “O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt”, He now says, "My 

grace is sufficient for you."  

• Even the angels awaited the answer. 

 

9. Matthew 14:32 And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased.  

 

A. Behold, he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they [also] which 

pierced him: and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of him. Even so, Amen. 

(Revelation 1:7) 

B. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive [and] remain 

unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which are asleep. For the Lord 

himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and 

with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive 

[and] remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 

the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord. (1 Thessalonians 4:15-17) 

• The physical ship is now our transport to Heaven, the clouds, clouds of angels. 

• And being up in the sky, the winds of strife below will not touch us. 

 

10. Matthew 14:33 Then they that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, Of a truth 

thou art the Son of God.  

 

A. After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all 

nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before 

the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud 
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voice, saying, Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb. 

(Revelation 7:9-10) 

B.      After his expulsion from Eden, Adam's life on earth was filled with sorrow. Every 

dying leaf, every victim of sacrifice, every blight upon the fair face of nature, every stain 

upon man's purity, was a fresh reminder of his sin. Terrible was the agony of remorse as 

he beheld iniquity abounding, and, in answer to his warnings, met the reproaches cast 

upon himself as the cause of sin. With patient humility he bore, for nearly a thousand 

years, the penalty of transgression. Faithfully did he repent of his sin and trust in the 

merits of the promised Saviour, and he died in the hope of a resurrection. The Son of 

God redeemed man's failure and fall; and now, through the work of the atonement, 

Adam is reinstated in his first dominion.  {GC 647.3}   

     Transported with joy, he beholds the trees that were once his delight--the very trees 

whose fruit he himself had gathered in the days of his innocence and joy. He sees the 

vines that his own hands have trained, the very flowers that he once loved to care for. 

His mind grasps the reality of the scene; he comprehends that this is indeed Eden 

restored, more lovely now than when he was banished from it. The Saviour leads him to 

the tree of life and plucks the glorious fruit and bids him eat. He looks about him and 

beholds a multitude of his family redeemed, standing in the Paradise of God. Then he 

casts his glittering crown at the feet of Jesus and, falling upon His breast, embraces the 

Redeemer. He touches the golden harp, and the vaults of heaven echo the triumphant 

song: "Worthy, worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain, and lives again!" The family 

of Adam take up the strain and cast their crowns at the Saviour's feet as they bow 

before Him in adoration.  {GC 648.1}   

     This reunion is witnessed by the angels who wept at the fall of Adam and rejoiced 

when Jesus, after His resurrection, ascended to heaven, having opened the grave for all 

who should believe on His name. Now they behold the work of redemption 

accomplished, and they unite their voices in the song of praise.  {GC 648.2}   

     Upon the crystal sea before the throne, that sea of glass as it were mingled with fire,-

-so resplendent is it with the glory of God,--are gathered the company that have "gotten 

the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number 

of his name." With the Lamb upon Mount Zion, "having the harps of God," they stand, 

the hundred and forty and four thousand that were redeemed from among men; and 

there is heard, as the sound of many waters, and as the sound of a great thunder, "the 

voice of harpers harping with their harps." And they sing "a new song" before the 

throne, a song which no man can learn save the hundred and forty and four thousand. It 

is the song of Moses and the Lamb--a song of deliverance. None but the hundred and 

forty-four thousand can learn that song; for it is the song of their experience--an 

experience such as no other company have ever had. "These are they which follow the 

Lamb whithersoever He goeth." These, having been translated from the earth, from 

among the living, are counted as "the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb." Revelation 

15:2, 3; 14:1-5. "These are they which came out of great tribulation;" they have passed 

through the time of trouble such as never was since there was a nation; they have 

endured the anguish of the time of Jacob's trouble; they have stood without an 

intercessor through the final outpouring of God's judgments. But they have been 
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delivered, for they have "washed their robes, and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb." "In their mouth was found no guile: for they are without fault" before God. 

"Therefore are they before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His 

temple: and He that sitteth on the throne shall dwell among them." They have seen the 

earth wasted with famine and pestilence, the sun having power to scorch men with 

great heat, and they themselves have endured suffering, hunger, and thirst. But "they 

shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more; neither shall the sun light on them, nor 

any heat. For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed them, and shall 

lead them unto living fountains of waters: and God shall wipe away all tears from their 

eyes." Revelation 7:14-17.  {GC 648.3} 

 

 


