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1. How many were present during this event? Genesis 5:23-24 

 

In like manner we have fixed our minds upon the exceeding great and precious reward; and, in 

order to obtain it, we must have a perfect character. The angels of God are watching the 

development of character. Angels of God are weighing moral worth; and we are to obtain a 

fitness here to join the society of sinless angels. Do you expect that when Christ comes he will 

give you that fitness? Not at all. You must be found of him without spot, without blemish, or 

wrinkle, or anything like it. Now is the watching and trying time. Now it is the time to obtain a 

preparation to abide the day of his coming, and to stand when he appeareth. Do you say that 

you cannot do it because around you are so much sin and iniquity and corruption? I refer you to 

Enoch. He lived just previous to the world's being washed from its moral pollution, by a flood. 

He was on the earth at the time when corruption was teeming on every hand; and yet he bore 

the impress of the divine. He walked with God three hundred years; and he was not, for God 

took him, that is, translated him to Heaven. The flaming chariots of God were sent for this holy 

man, and he was borne to Heaven. Enoch had the witness that he pleased God. And this witness 

we can have.  {RH, April 19, 1870 par. 10} 

2. How many were with this hero at the climax of the competition? 1 Kings 18:17-22, 18:42-44 

 

Elijah, amid the general apostasy, did not seek to hide the fact that he served the God of 

heaven. Baal's prophets numbered four hundred and fifty, his priests, four hundred, and his 

worshipers were thousands; yet Elijah did not try to make it appear that he was on the popular 

side. He grandly stood alone. The mountain was covered with people full of eager expectation. 

The king came in great pomp, and the idolaters, confident of triumph, shouted his welcome. But 

God had been greatly dishonored. One man, and only one man, appeared to vindicate the honor 

of God. With clear, trumpetlike tones Elijah addressed the vast multitude: "How long halt ye 

between two opinions? if the Lord be God, follow Him: but if Baal, then follow him." The result 

was that the Lord God, who ruleth in the heavens, was vindicated, and the Baal worshipers were 

slain. Where are the Elijahs of today?  {5T 526.3} 

 

3. How many were willing to eat simply for survival instead of according to taste buds? Dan. 1:8-16 

 

This record contains much of importance on the subject of health reform. In the experience of 

the four Hebrew children a lesson is given regarding the need of abstaining from all spirituous 

liquors, and from indulgence of perverted appetite. The position taken by these Hebrew youth 

was vindicated, and at the end of ten days they were found fairer in flesh and better in 
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knowledge than all the rest whom the king was proving.  {RH, February 10, 1910 par. 7}   

     In this our day, the Lord would be pleased to have those who are preparing for the future, 

immortal life follow the example of Daniel and his companions in seeking to maintain strength 

of body and clearness of mind. The more careful we learn to be in treating our bodies, the more 

readily shall we be able to escape the evils that are in the world through lust.  {RH, February 10, 

1910 par. 8}   

4. How many were actively proclaiming the God given message in His day? Mark 1:2-4 

 

John was called to do a special work; he was to prepare the way of the Lord, to make straight 

His paths. The Lord did not send him to the school of the prophets and rabbis. He took him away 

from the assemblies of men to the desert, that he might learn of nature and nature's God. God 

did not desire him to have the mold of the priests and rulers. He was called to do a special work. 

The Lord gave him his message. Did he go to the priests and rulers and ask if he might proclaim 

this message?--No, God put him away from them that he might not be influenced by their spirit 

and teaching. He was the voice of one crying in the wilderness, "Prepare ye the way of the Lord, 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and every 

mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough 

places plain; and the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the 

mouth of the Lord hath spoken it" (Isaiah 40:3-5). This is the very message that must be given to 

our people; we are near the end of time, and the message is, Clear the King's highway; gather 

out the stones; raise up a standard for the people. The people must be awakened. It is no time 

now to cry peace and safety. We are exhorted to "cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice like a 

trumpet, and shew my people their transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins" (Isaiah 5:1).  

{1SM 410.1}   

 

We are not to aim for a lower standard than that which Christ has laid out for His people. But 

there are many things included in what is commonly called a higher education, that we do not 

need. John the Baptist received a training for his life work, not in the schools of the rabbis, but in 

the wilderness, alone with God and His Word. As he prayed, the Scriptures were opened before 

him in a wonderful manner. And today God is just as willing to instruct those who will humbly 

seek for that wisdom which cometh from above.  {1SAT 394.2}   

5. How many people did this character rely upon for companionship? Exodus 33:11 

 

God designed that Moses should stand out alone, leaning upon His strong arm, that he should 

learn to pray and to believe. . . . Everyone should have an individual experience. We should ever 
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be learning the lessons that Providence designs us to learn. . . . If we place ourselves where we 

look to others to brace us and support us, if we depend on finite help, we do not really know our 

own strength because we do not stand alone, making God our helper. When thrust out where 

we have to stand alone, the taproot of our faith fastens upon the only sure support—the infinite 

God.—Manuscript 36, 1885. 

 

6. Who wished for the company of the assemblies but instead, sat alone? Jeremiah 15:15-17 

 

Amid the temptations that abound in these last days, some will depart from the faith. Those 

who have been trying to quench their thirst at broken cisterns, which can hold no water, will 

have a misleading message to proclaim. They will speak smooth things. It is now, just now, that 

genuine gospel medical missionary work is to be done by men who acknowledge Christ as their 

Master; who realize, as did Elijah and Jeremiah, that they hold their commission from God, and 

that they are accountable to God for the use made of the talents entrusted to them. God's 

workers are to acknowledge no earthly master. One higher than men, even he who is the way, 

the truth, and the life, is their Master.  {RH, November 5, 1903 par. 13}   

7. Who alone stood faithful despite the whole nation letting their anxiety get the best of them? 

Numbers 13:30-14:8  

 

Thousands would accept the truth if they could do so without denying self, but this class would 

never build up the cause of God. These would never march out valiantly against the enemy,--the 

world, the love of self, and the lusts of the flesh,--trusting their divine Leader to give them the 

victory. The church needs faithful Calebs and Joshuas, who are ready to accept eternal life on 

God's simple condition of obedience. Our churches are suffering for laborers. The world is our 

field. Missionaries are wanted in cities and villages that are more certainly bound by idolatry 

than are the pagans of the East, who have never seen the light of truth. The true missionary 

spirit has deserted the churches that make so exalted a profession; their hearts are no longer 

aglow with love for souls and a desire to lead them into the fold of Christ. We want earnest 

workers. Are there none to respond to the cry that goes up from every quarter: "Come over 

...and help us"?  {4T 155.4}   

 

Now, just now, we need Calebs and Joshuas. We need strong, devoted, self-sacrificing young 

men and young women, who will press to the front, who, after a short time spent in school, will 

go forth to give the message to the world. God will help them as He helped Daniel, giving them 

wisdom and understanding. {Lt134-1901} 


