
Prophecy of Hosea 12 
Hosea 12:1 Ephraim feedeth on wind, and followeth after the east wind: he daily increaseth lies and 

desolation; and they do make a covenant with the Assyrians, and oil is carried into Egypt. 

• Ephraim? Genesis 41:52 And the name of the second called he Ephraim: For God hath caused 

me to be fruitful in the land of my affliction. 

• Fruitful? Matthew 13:23 But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth the 

word, and understandeth [it]; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 

• Wind? Ephesians 4:14 That we [henceforth] be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried 

about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, [and] cunning craftiness, whereby they 

lie in wait to deceive; 

• East? Job 27:21 The east wind carrieth him away, and he departeth: and as a storm hurleth him 

out of his place. 

• Lies? 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12 And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that 

perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved.  And for this 

cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie:  That they all might be 

damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. [Sending strong 

delusion is actually the removing of the discerning Spirit.] 

• Desolation? Matthew 23:37-38 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, [thou] that killest the prophets, and 

stonest them which are sent unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy children together, 

even as a hen gathereth her chickens under [her] wings, and ye would not!  Behold, your house 

is left unto you desolate. [Forsaking Ellen White’s writings is equivalent.] 

• Assyrians? Jeremiah 50:17 Israel [is] a scattered sheep; the lions have driven [him] away: first 

the king of Assyria hath devoured him; and last this Nebuchadrezzar king of Babylon hath 

broken his bones. [Equal to Babylon.] 

• Covenant with Babylon? We are in danger of becoming a sister to fallen Babylon, of allowing our 

churches to become corrupted, and filled with every foul spirit, a cage for every unclean and 

hateful bird; and will we be clear unless we make decided movements to cure the existing evil?  

{21MR 380.1} [Going to other denominations for light, allowing other denominations to speak to 

our people fulfills this.] 

• Oil? 1 Samuel 16:13 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the midst of his 

brethren: and the Spirit of the LORD came upon David from that day forward. So Samuel rose 

up, and went to Ramah. [Holy Spirit] 

• Egypt? Exodus 16:3 And the children of Israel said unto them, Would to God we had died by the 

hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh pots, [and] when we did eat 

bread to the full; for ye have brought us forth into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly 

with hunger. [Old life of worldliness.] 

• Holy Spirit carried into worldliness? The things you have described as taking place in Indiana, the 

Lord has shown me would take place just before the close of probation. Every uncouth thing will 

be demonstrated. There will be shouting, with drums, music, and dancing. The senses of rational 

beings will become so confused that they cannot be trusted to make right decisions. And this is 

called the moving of the Holy Spirit.  {2SM 36.2}   

Hosea 12:2 The LORD hath also a controversy with Judah, and will punish Jacob according to his ways; 

according to his doings will he recompense him. 
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• Judah? Genesis 49:8-10 Judah, thou [art he] whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand [shall be] 

in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee. Judah [is] a lion's 

whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a lion, and as 

an old lion; who shall rouse him up? The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver 

from between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him [shall] the gathering of the people [be]. 

[Supposed to praise God and abide by the law, so they must not be doing so.] 

• Jacob? Genesis 27:36 And he said, Is not he rightly named Jacob? for he hath supplanted me 

these two times: he took away my birthright; and, behold, now he hath taken away my blessing. 

And he said, Hast thou not reserved a blessing for me? [Supplant means to replace and he did so 

through deception.] 

• Jacob becoming Israel means conversion, therefore, referring to Jacob by name means 

backsliding.  

Hosea 12:3-4 He took his brother by the heel in the womb, and by his strength he had power with 

God: Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, and made supplication unto him: he 

found him [in] Bethel, and there he spake with us; 

• Heel grabber? Conniving 

• Power with God? Conversion  

Hosea 12:5 Even the LORD God of hosts; the LORD [is] his memorial. 

• Memorial? Exodus 3:15 And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thou say unto the 

children of Israel, The LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the 

God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you: this [is] my name for ever, and this [is] my memorial unto 

all generations. [To have God’s name.] 

• Have God’s name? Revelation 14:1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and 

with him an hundred forty [and] four thousand, having his Father's name written in their 

foreheads. 

• What is in the forehead? Revelation 7:3 Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither the sea, nor the 

trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 

• What is the Seal of God? Romans 4:11 And he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the 

righteousness of the faith which [he had yet] being uncircumcised: that he might be the father 

of all them that believe, though they be not circumcised; that righteousness might be imputed 

unto them also: 

• What is the Sign of God? Ezekiel 20:12 Moreover also I gave them my sabbaths, to be a sign 

between me and them, that they might know that I [am] the LORD that sanctify them. 

• [So a controversy with backsliding Jacob and Judah must be in the form of lightly regarding the 

Sabbath or even giving it up.] 

Hosea 12:6 Therefore turn thou to thy God: keep mercy and judgment, and wait on thy God 

continually. 

• Turn to God? Acts 26:20 But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and 

throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and [then] to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn 

to God, and do works meet for repentance. 
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• Keep mercy and judgment? Zechariah 7:9 Thus speaketh the LORD of hosts, saying, Execute true 

judgment, and shew mercy and compassions every man to his brother: 

• Waited on God? Isaiah 25:9 And it shall be said in that day, Lo, this [is] our God; we have waited 

for him, and he will save us: this [is] the LORD; we have waited for him, we will be glad and 

rejoice in his salvation. 

Hosea 12:7 [He is] a merchant, the balances of deceit [are] in his hand: he loveth to oppress. 

• Merchant? Matthew 21:12-13 And Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that 

sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats 

of them that sold doves, and said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of 

prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. [Church has become a business.] 

• Deceitful balances? Micah 6:11 Shall I count [them] pure with the wicked balances, and with the 

bag of deceitful weights? [Excusing sin.] 

• Love to oppress? Isaiah 30:12 Wherefore thus saith the Holy One of Israel, Because ye despise 

this word, and trust in oppression and perverseness, and stay thereon: [In general, notice that 

condemnation and oppression comes upon those that preach the strict Word, but not upon 

those that are preaching error, especially regarding sin.] 

Hosea 12:8 And Ephraim said, Yet I am become rich, I have found me out substance: [in] all my labours 

they shall find none iniquity in me that [were] sin. 

• “I am rich”? Revelation 3:17 Because thou sayest, I am rich, and increased with goods, and have 

need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, 

and naked. [Rich physically but not spiritually.] 

• Unable to call the rich on their iniquity or sin? [Because they appear to be so generous to the 

church, the church appears powerless in dealing with such people for fear of financial loss.] 

Hosea 12:9 And I [that am] the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt will yet make thee to dwell in 

tabernacles, as in the days of the solemn feast. 

• From the land of Egypt? “The word of God draws a dividing line between his followers and the 

worldling. Over that line, toward Egypt, is the life of self-indulgence, fashion, frivolity, and the 

veriest slavery to sin. Over that line, God is forgotten. When the professed followers of Christ 

should be fighting the Lord's battles, how often are they out of the path of duty, on Satan's 

ground. Christ is wounded when any who bear his name are found there; he is crucified afresh, 

and put to an open shame by those who profess to love him.”  {ST, October 21, 1880 par. 7}   

• Dwell in tabernacles? Leviticus 23:34 Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, The fifteenth day 

of this seventh month [shall be] the feast of tabernacles [for] seven days unto the LORD. 

[Second coming feast.] 

Hosea 12:10 I have also spoken by the prophets, and I have multiplied visions, and used similitudes, 

by the ministry of the prophets. 

• 1 Corinthians 10:11 Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are 

written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. [All of the prophets 

wrote about the second coming or events leading up to it.] 
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Hosea 12:11 [Is there] iniquity [in] Gilead? surely they are vanity: they sacrifice bullocks in Gilgal; yea, 

their altars [are] as heaps in the furrows of the fields. 

• Iniquity in Gilead? “The land was filled with violence. Gilead was ‘a city of them that work 

iniquity,’ and was ‘polluted with blood.’ Hosea 6:8. Through his messenger, the Lord testified 

against Israel: ‘They commit falsehood; and the thief cometh in, and the troop of robbers 

spoileth without. And they consider not in their hearts that I remember all their wickedness: 

now their own doings have beset them about; they are before my face. They make the king glad 

with their wickedness, and the princes with their lies. They are all adulterers.’" Hosea 7:1-4. 

• Sacrifice bullocks in Gilgal? King Saul impatiently did the sacrifice in Gilgal.  

• Altars as heaps in furrows of the fields? Instead of altars built on high, they are considered in 

gullies of the field, rejected. 

• [Another way of saying that the worship is in vain.] 

Hosea 12:12 And Jacob fled into the country of Syria, and Israel served for a wife, and for a wife he 

kept [sheep]. 

• Jacob fled into the country of Syria?  

o This is a type of Christ.  

o Jesus was both man and God.  

o Jesus left Heaven for earth.  

o Literal Jacob, upon fleeing, given a dream… Genesis 28:12 And he dreamed, and behold 

a ladder set up on the earth, and the top of it reached to heaven: and behold the angels 

of God ascending and descending on it. 

o Jesus interprets it for us, … John 1:51 And he saith unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, Hereafter ye shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 

descending upon the Son of man. 

• Served for a wife? Ephesians 5:25 Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the 

church, and gave himself for it; 

o Wife = Church 

• Kept sheep?  

o John 10:11-16 I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep. 

But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth 

the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and the wolf catcheth them, and 

scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for 

the sheep. I am the good shepherd, and know my [sheep], and am known of mine. As 

the Father knoweth me, even so know I the Father: and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

And other sheep I have, which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall 

hear my voice; and there shall be one fold, [and] one shepherd. 

o John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me 

Hosea 12:13 And by a prophet the LORD brought Israel out of Egypt, and by a prophet was he preserved. 

• Literally, Moses and Joshua 

• Symbolically, Jesus 
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o Deuteronomy 18:15 The LORD thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst 

of thee, of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; 

o Deuteronomy 18:18 I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto 

thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall 

command him. 

o Matthew 13:57 And they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, A prophet is 

not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house. 

o Matthew 21:11 And the multitude said, This is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee. 

o Luke 7:16 And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, That a great 

prophet is risen up among us; and, That God hath visited his people. 

o John 7:40 Many of the people therefore, when they heard this saying, said, Of a truth 

this is the Prophet. 

Hosea 12:14 Ephraim provoked [him] to anger most bitterly: therefore shall he leave his blood upon 

him, and his reproach shall his Lord return unto him. 

• Blood left on him? Ezekiel 3:20 Again, When a righteous [man] doth turn from his righteousness, 

and commit iniquity, and I lay a stumblingblock before him, he shall die: because thou hast not 

given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his righteousness which he hath done shall not be 

remembered; but his blood will I require at thine hand. 

• Reproach shall return unto him? Hebrews 11:26 Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches 

than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.  
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