LESSON 4. - July 28, 1888.

THE TIME OF THE MESSAGE continued.

I. To what date were we brought in the first two lessons?

2. To what date were we brought in our last lesson?

3. What prophetic period then closed?
Ans.—The second woe, the sounding of the sixth trumpet.

4. After that what was to come quickly? Rev. 11:14.

5. How many woes were there to be? Rev. 8 : 13.

6. With what are these three woes connected?

7. Then with what is the third woe connected?

8. Then when the third woe does begin, what begins at the same time with it?
Ans. —The sounding of the seventh trumpet.
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9. When the seventh angel sounded, what were heard? Rev. 11 : 15.

10. What other notable events are mentioned in connection with the seventh trumpet? Verses 18, 19.

11. What is meant by the wrath of God? Rev. 15 : 1.

12. When this time of the dead comes that they should be judged, what is also said to the living? Rev.
14:6, 7.

13. When is it that reward is given to saints and prophets, and them that fear the name of the Lord?
Rev. 22: 12; Matt. 16 : 27.

14. When is it that there come these lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and the earthquake, and
great hail? Rev. 16 :17, 18, 20, 21.

15. In what length of time, comparatively, was this woe—the seventh trumpet—to come, after the
second woe was past? Rev | | : 14.

16. When did the second woe end?
Ans.—August 11, 1840.
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17. Yet what was to come before the seventh trumpet? Rev. 10: 1, 2, 5, 7.

18. What is it especially that this angel says shall be done in the time of the seventh trumpet angel?

19: What time in his sounding is this to be done.?
Ans.—" In the days [the years]... when he shall begin to sound."

20. What is the mystery of God? Eph. 3 : 3, 5-9; Gal. 1 : 12; Eph. 6 : 18, 19; Rom. 16 :25, 26.

21. What is the gospel? Rom. 1:16.

22. Then in effect what is said by the angel in Rev. 10:7 ?
Ans.—That in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the power of
God for the salvation of sinners will cease to be exercised.

23. As all these things are to follow in quick succession when the seventh angel sounds, is it not,
therefore, of immense importance to the world to know when the seventh trumpet angel begins to
sound?
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Ellen White Notes Compiled:

The Lord calls upon his people to arouse out of sleep. The end of all things is at hand. When those
who know the truth will be laborers together with God, the fruits of righteousness will appear. By the
revelation of the love of God in missionary effort, many will be awakened to see the sinfulness of their
own course of action. They will see that in the past their selfishness has disqualified them to be laborers
together with God. The exhibition of the love of God as seen in unselfish ministry to others will be the
means of leading many souls to believe the Word of God just as it reads. {RH, November 23, 1905 par.
24}

God desires to refresh his people by the gift of the Holy Spirit, baptizing them anew in his love. There
is no need for a dearth of the Spirit in the church. After Christ's ascension, the Holy Spirit came upon the
waiting, praying, believing disciples with a fulness and power that reached every heart. In the future, the
earth is to be lightened with the glory of God. A holy influence is to go forth to the world from those
who are sanctified through the truth. The earth is to be encircled with an atmosphere of grace. The Holy
Spirit is to work on human hearts, taking the things of God, and showing them to men. {RH, November
23, 1905 par. 25}

The message of salvation is not to be proclaimed in a few places only, but throughout the world.
Those who know not the gospel are in the darkness of unbelief. They know not God. Why is the church
so indolent, so selfish, so weak? Why do the members not make earnest efforts to proclaim the message
of mercy, that others may know the joy of salvation through Christ? {RH, November 23, 1905 par. 26}

Ye churches of the living God, study the promises of the Saviour, and think of how your lack of faith,
of spirituality, of divine power, is hindering the coming of Christ. If you would go forth to do the Lord's
work, angels of heaven would go before you, preparing hearts to receive the gospel. Were every one of
us a genuine missionary, the message for this time would be proclaimed speedily in all lands, to every
nation and people and tongue. Are you individually workers together with God? If not, why not? {RH,
November 23, 1905 par. 27}

The kingdoms of this world are soon to become the kingdoms of our Lord and of his Christ. "The
seventh angel sounded, and there were great voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign forever and ever." There is to be a
rapid and triumphant spread of the gospel. {RH, November 23, 1905 par. 28}

"The Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple. ... Who may abide the day of his
coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: and
he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver." Soon every man will be judged according to his deeds. {RH,
November 23, 1905 par. 29}

My brother, my sister, | urge you to prepare for the coming of Christ in the clouds of heaven. Day by
day cast the love of the world out of your hearts. Understand by experience what it means to have
fellowship with Christ. Prepare for the judgment, that when Christ shall come, to be admired in all them
that believe, you may be among those who will meet him in peace. In that day the redeemed will shine
forth in the glory of the Father and the Son. The angels, touching their golden harps, will welcome the
King and his trophies of victory--those who have been washed and made white in the blood of the Lamb.
A song of triumph will peal forth, filling all heaven. Christ has conquered. He enters the heavenly courts,
accompanied by his redeemed ones, the witnesses that his mission of suffering and sacrifice has not
been in vain. {RH, November 23, 1905 par. 30}

A few of the old standard-bearers are still living. | am intensely desirous that our brethren and sisters
shall respect and honor these pioneers. We present them before you as men who know what trials are. |
am instructed to say, Let every believer respect the men who acted a prominent part during the early
days of the message, and who have borne trials and hardships and many privations. These men have
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grown gray in service. Not long hence they will receive their reward. Writing of the last days, John says:
"The nations were angry, and Thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be judged,
and that Thou shouldest give reward unto Thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, and them that
fear Thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. And the temple of
God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in His temple the ark of His testament: and there were
lightnings, and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail." {20MR 221.3}

When God's temple in heaven is opened, what a triumphant time that will be for all who have been
faithful and true. In the temple will be seen the ark of the testament in which were placed the two
tables of stone, on which are written God's law. These tables of stone will be brought forth from their
hiding place, and on them will be seen the ten commandments engraved by the finger of God. These
tables of stone now lying in the ark of the testament will be a convincing testimony to the truth and
binding claims of God's law. {20MR 221.4}

| was shown that the seven last plagues will be poured out after Jesus leaves the sanctuary. Said the
angel, "It is the wrath of God and the Lamb that causes the destruction or death of the wicked. At the
voice of God the saints will be mighty and terrible as an army with banners, but they will not then
execute the judgment written. The execution of the judgment will be at the close of the one thousand
years." {EW 52.1}

"For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul?" (Mark 8:36, 37). "For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his
Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man according to his works" (Matthew 16:27).
The reward will not be according to his faith but according to his works, and the life will be eternal with
Jesus. In order to obtain this we must be obedient, and not only apply our powers, but if necessary give
our lives. {3MR 98.2}

The book that was sealed was not the book of Revelation, but that portion of the prophecy of Daniel
which related to the last days. The Scripture says, "But thou, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the
book, even to the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased" (Daniel
12:4). When the book was opened, the proclamation was made, "Time shall be no longer." (See
Revelation 10:6.) The book of Daniel is now unsealed, and the revelation made by Christ to John is to
come to all the inhabitants of the earth. By the increase of knowledge a people is to be prepared to
stand in the latter days. {2SM 105.1}

This love is past all language to describe. It is the mystery of God in the flesh, God in Christ, and divinity
in humanity. Christ bowed down in unparalleled humility, that in his exaltation to the throne of God, he
might also exalt those who believe in him, to a seat with him upon his throne. All who look upon Jesus in
faith that the wounds and bruises that sin has made will be healed in him, shall be made whole. {RH,
November 17, 1891 par. 13}

The Lord sends His ministers to hold forth the word of life, to preach, not "philosophy and vain deceit,"
nor "science falsely so called," but the gospel, "the power of God unto salvation." [Colossians 2:8; 1
Timothy 6:20; Romans 1:16.] "l charge thee therefore," Paul wrote to Timothy, "before God, and the
Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: Preach the
word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering and doctrine.
For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they
heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and
shall be turned unto fables. But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist,
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make full proof of thy ministry." [2 Timothy 4:1-5.] In this charge every minister has his work outlined,--a
work that he can do only through the fulfilment of the promise that Jesus gave to His disciples, "Lo, | am
with you alway, even unto the end." [Matthew 28:20.] {GW 16.3}
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