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Bible Study 

1. Where do we find the way 
the plans of God? Psalms 
77:13 
 
 
 

2. What did the Feast of 
Passover signify? Matthew 
26:2 
 
 
 

3. How are people to keep the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread 
(spiritual application)? 
1 Corinthians 5:8 
 
 
 

4. What did the Feast of First 
Fruits signify?  
1 Corinthians 15:20 
 
 
 

5. What did Jesus promise to 
send when He departed?  
John 16:7 
 
 
 

6. What happened on the feast 
day that is fifty days after the 
feast of First Fruits?  
Acts 2:1-4 
 
 
 
 

7. What feast preceded the 
Feast of Atonement and 
served as a warning that the 
Feast of Atonement was 
coming soon (hint: it is 
named after the 
instruments)?  
Leviticus 23:23-25 
 
 
 
 

8. What was the consequence 
for not forsaking sin by the 
Feast of Atonement? 
Leviticus 23:29 
 
 
 
 

9. What activity will Jesus use 
to fulfill the Feast of 
Ingathering? Mark 13:26-27 
 
 

10. What happened to the law of 
feast days that Christians do 
not keep? Colossians 2:14-
17 
 
 

 

What Else Does the 
First Angel Proclaim? 

Before we “behold a white cloud, 
and upon the cloud [one] sat like 
unto the Son of man, having on 
his head a golden crown, and in 
his hand a sharp sickle” 
(Revelation 14:14), three angels 
proclaim some startling 
messages. The first angel is 
responsible for a series of 
messages beginning with “Fear 
God” (Revelation 14:7). After 
spending considerable time 
upon the “Fear God” part of the 
message, we will now move into 
the next part, which is “and give 
glory to him” (Revelation 14:7). 

How can one give glory to God? 
1 Corinthians 10:31 says, 
“Whether therefore ye eat, or 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God.” Among 
the eating and drink is 
“whatsoever”. Everything we go 
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to do either brings glory to God 
or glory to Satan. In fact, 
Hebrews 13:21, says, “Make 
you perfect in every good work 
to do his will, working in you that 
which is wellpleasing in his 
sight, through Jesus Christ; to 
whom [be] glory for ever and 
ever. Amen.” So, that means 
that there are things that are 
displeasing to God. That would 
be called sin. 

Basically, when we come to 
Christ, we will not continue in sin 
for that glorifies Satan. This is 
stated in Romans 6:18-22, 
“Being then made free from sin, 
ye became the servants of 
righteousness. I speak after the 
manner of men because of the 
infirmity of your flesh: for as ye 
have yielded your members 
servants to uncleanness and to 
iniquity unto iniquity; even so 
now yield your members 
servants to righteousness unto 
holiness. For when ye were the 
servants of sin, ye were free 
from righteousness. What fruit 
had ye then in those things 
whereof ye are now ashamed? 
for the end of those things [is] 
death. But now being made free 
from sin, and become servants 
to God, ye have your fruit unto 
holiness, and the end 
everlasting life.” 

But what about our past life in 
which we have sinned? Seeing 
that we cannot make up for our 
sins, we need to know what God 
reveals regarding the plan of 
salvation. Specifically, what is 
the plan that would take care of 
the sin problem? Romans 15:4 
says, “For whatsoever things 
were written aforetime were 
written for our learning, that we 
through patience and comfort of 
the scriptures might have hope.” 
Many things of the Old 

Testament were written pointing 
to the hope in Christ. One of the 
many things that were written 
regarding the sin problem was 
the sanctuary service and the 
enactment of the feast days.  

What is so important about the 
sanctuary and the feast days? 
Psalms 77:13 states, “Thy way, 
O God, [is] in the sanctuary: who 
[is so] great a God as [our] 
God?” If we really want to 
understand the plan of salvation, 
a study of these things would be 
most appropriate.  

 

What Did the Feast 
Days Point To? 

According to Hebrews 10:1-10, 
“The law having a shadow of 
good things to come, [and] not 
the very image of the things, can 
never with those sacrifices 
which they offered year by year 
continually make the comers 
thereunto perfect. For then 
would they not have ceased to 
be offered? because that the 
worshippers once purged should 
have had no more conscience of 
sins. But in those [sacrifices 
there is] a remembrance again 
[made] of sins every year. For [it 
is] not possible that the blood of 
bulls and of goats should take 
away sins. Wherefore when he 
cometh into the world, he saith, 
Sacrifice and offering thou 
wouldest not, but a body hast 
thou prepared me: In burnt 
offerings and [sacrifices] for sin 
thou hast had no pleasure. Then 
said I, Lo, I come (in the volume 
of the book it is written of me,) to 
do thy will, O God. Above when 
he said, Sacrifice and offering 
and burnt offerings and [offering] 
for sin thou wouldest not, neither 
hadst pleasure [therein]; which 
are offered by the law; Then 

said he, Lo, I come to do thy will, 
O God. He taketh away the first, 
that he may establish the 
second. By the which will we are 
sanctified through the offering of 
the body of Jesus Christ once 
[for all].” In short, the sacrifices, 
holidays, and feast days all 
pointed to Jesus, in that He 
would literally fulfill each one 
(“taketh away the first”).  

The practices of the Israelites 
and then the Jewish nation were 
not to be mere form, although 
for many, it became just a 
routine, but rather, it was an 
illustration of what Jesus would 
come and do for the human 
race. Reducing the ceremonies 
to mere form is what caused a 
lot of the blindness when Jesus 
came the first time. The 
unfortunate thing is that 
blindness still continues today 
but more on that later. 

 

How Did the Feasts  
Point to Jesus? 

In studying Leviticus 23, God 
reveals that the list of feasts is 
provided in sequential order. 
And it serves a purpose more 
than just keeping a feast. 

 

~ PASSOVER ~ 

Leviticus 23:4-5 “These [are] the 
feasts of the LORD, [even] holy 
convocations, which ye shall 
proclaim in their seasons. In the 
fourteenth [day] of the first 
month at even [is] the LORD'S 
passover.” The first feast 
mentioned is Passover.  

What was the purpose of it? 
According to Exodus 12:11-13, 
the Bible says, “And thus shall 
ye eat it; [with] your loins girded, 
your shoes on your feet, and 
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your staff in your hand; and ye 
shall eat it in haste: it [is] the 
LORD'S passover. For I will 
pass through the land of Egypt 
this night, and will smite all the 
firstborn in the land of Egypt, 
both man and beast; and 
against all the gods of Egypt I 
will execute judgment: I [am] the 
LORD. And the blood shall be to 
you for a token upon the houses 
where ye [are]: and when I see 
the blood, I will pass over you, 
and the plague shall not be 
upon you to destroy [you], when 
I smite the land of Egypt.” This 
feast recalled when the 
Israelites were in Egypt and an 
Angel of the Lord passed over 
each house that sacrificed a 
lamb and spread the blood on 
their doorposts. This was in 
preparation of the journey to the 
Promised Land. The angel was 
sent in connection to the tenth 
plague that came upon Egypt. 

How did Jesus fulfill this feast? 
In Matthew 26:2, we read, “Ye 
know that after two days is [the 
feast of] the passover, and the 
Son of man is betrayed to be 
crucified.” Jesus knew exactly 
what day and hour He was to 
die. He was to die in place of the 
Passover lamb. And thanks to 
the God inspired Daniel, He also 
knew the year He would die – 31 
AD. [That is in a future lesson.] 

Did anyone substantiate the 
claim that the Passover lamb 
pointed to Jesus’ sacrifice? In 
the two verses of John 1:29,36, 
the Bible says, “The next day 
John seeth Jesus coming unto 
him, and saith, Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the 
sin of the world. And looking 
upon Jesus as he walked, he 
saith, Behold the Lamb of God!”  

Not only that but did you know 
that the Passover lamb was not 

to have a broken bone? This is 
according to Numbers 9:10-12. 
“Speak unto the children of 
Israel, saying, If any man of you 
or of your posterity shall be 
unclean by reason of a dead 
body, or [be] in a journey afar 
off, yet he shall keep the 
passover unto the LORD. The 
fourteenth day of the second 
month at even they shall keep it, 
[and] eat it with unleavened 
bread and bitter [herbs]. They 
shall leave none of it unto the 
morning, nor break any bone of 
it: according to all the 
ordinances of the passover they 
shall keep it.” Jesus fulfilled this 
point as well. “For these things 
were done, that the scripture 
should be fulfilled, A bone of him 
shall not be broken” (John 
19:36). 

And just as the blood on the 
doorposts saved the souls 
inside, specifically the first born 
from death, Jesus’ blood saves 
us from eternal death. 1 Peter 
1:18-19 states, “Forasmuch as 
ye know that ye were not 
redeemed with corruptible 
things, [as] silver and gold, from 
your vain conversation 
[received] by tradition from your 
fathers; But with the precious 
blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without 
spot.” 

How sure are we that Jesus 
fulfilled the Passover 
requirements? Matthew 27:50-
54 says, “Jesus, when he had 
cried again with a loud voice, 
yielded up the ghost. And, 
behold, the veil of the temple 
was rent in twain from the top to 
the bottom; and the earth did 
quake, and the rocks rent; And 
the graves were opened; and 
many bodies of the saints which 
slept arose, And came out of the 

graves after his resurrection, 
and went into the holy city, and 
appeared unto many. Now when 
the centurion, and they that 
were with him, watching Jesus, 
saw the earthquake, and those 
things that were done, they 
feared greatly, saying, Truly this 
was the Son of God.” Why else 
would God tear the curtain while 
the Passover lamb was about to 
be sacrificed by the high priest 
that day? This tearing of the 
curtain symbolized the end of 
the sacrificial system. 

 

~ UNLEAVENED BREAD ~ 

Leviticus 23:6-8 says, “And on 
the fifteenth day of the same 
month [is] the feast of 
unleavened bread unto the 
LORD: seven days ye must eat 
unleavened bread. In the first 
day ye shall have an holy 
convocation: ye shall do no 
servile work therein. But ye shall 
offer an offering made by fire 
unto the LORD seven days: in 
the seventh day [is] an holy 
convocation: ye shall do no 
servile work [therein].” This was 
a time to purge out the leaven, 
which was symbolic of sin.  

Did anyone confirm that Jesus 
fulfilled this feast? 1 Corinthians 
5:7-8 “Purge out therefore the 
old leaven, that ye may be a 
new lump, as ye are 
unleavened. For even Christ our 
passover is sacrificed for us. 
Therefore let us keep the feast, 
not with old leaven, neither with 
the leaven of malice and 
wickedness; but with the 
unleavened [bread] of sincerity 
and truth.”  

Just as Jesus physically fulfilled 
the feast of Passover through 
the cross, the physical 
manifestation of fulfilling the 
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feast of unleavened bread is 
revealed by a changed 
character in the recipient of 
God’s grace. 

 

~ FIRST FRUITS ~ 

Leviticus 23:9-14 tells us the 
next feast. “And the LORD 
spake unto Moses, saying, 
Speak unto the children of 
Israel, and say unto them, When 
ye be come into the land which I 
give unto you, and shall reap the 
harvest thereof, then ye shall 
bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of 
your harvest unto the priest: And 
he shall wave the sheaf before 
the LORD, to be accepted for 
you: on the morrow after the 
sabbath the priest shall wave it. 
And ye shall offer that day when 
ye wave the sheaf an he lamb 
without blemish of the first year 
for a burnt offering unto the 
LORD. And the meat offering 
thereof [shall be] two tenth deals 
of fine flour mingled with oil, an 
offering made by fire unto the 
LORD [for] a sweet savour: and 
the drink offering thereof [shall 
be] of wine, the fourth [part] of 
an hin. And ye shall eat neither 
bread, nor parched corn, nor 
green ears, until the selfsame 
day that ye have brought an 
offering unto your God: [it shall 
be] a statute for ever throughout 
your generations in all your 
dwellings.” The Wave Sheaf or 
First Fruits was the gathering of 
the first fruits of the field and 
offering them to the Lord 
thanking Him for such a 
bountiful harvest that is to come. 
It was understood that the Lord 
who provided the first fruits 
would also provide for a grand 
harvest. These items were also 
to be the best of the field. 

How did Jesus fulfill this one? 
According to 1 Corinthians 

15:20-23, the Bible says, “But 
now is Christ risen from the 
dead, [and] become the 
firstfruits of them that slept. For 
since by man [came] death, by 
man [came] also the 
resurrection of the dead. For as 
in Adam all die, even so in 
Christ shall all be made alive. 
But every man in his own order: 
Christ the firstfruits; afterward 
they that are Christ's at his 
coming.” Jesus is the best and 
first fruits of resurrection pointing 
to a blessed hope for all, in that 
there will be a great harvest in 
our near future. 

At this point, we believe that 
there is no mistaking what the 
Bible declares about the feasts 
and how they tie in with Jesus. 
We state this at this point 
because God provides enough 
for us to trust His Word, but at 
the same time, He wants us to 
have faith in things that we also 
do not fully understand.    

 

~ PENTECOST ~ 

Leviticus 23:15-22 explains the 
next feast. “And ye shall count 
unto you from the morrow after 
the sabbath, from the day that 
ye brought the sheaf of the 
wave offering; seven sabbaths 
shall be complete: Even unto 
the morrow after the seventh 
sabbath shall ye number fifty 
days; and ye shall offer a new 
meat offering unto the LORD. 
Ye shall bring out of your 
habitations two wave loaves of 
two tenth deals: they shall be of 
fine flour; they shall be baken 
with leaven; [they are] the 
firstfruits unto the LORD. And ye 
shall offer with the bread seven 
lambs without blemish of the first 
year, and one young bullock, 
and two rams: they shall be [for] 
a burnt offering unto the LORD, 

with their meat offering, and 
their drink offerings, [even] an 
offering made by fire, of sweet 
savour unto the LORD. Then ye 
shall sacrifice one kid of the 
goats for a sin offering, and two 
lambs of the first year for a 
sacrifice of peace offerings. And 
the priest shall wave them with 
the bread of the firstfruits [for] a 
wave offering before the LORD, 
with the two lambs: they shall be 
holy to the LORD for the priest. 
And ye shall proclaim on the 
selfsame day, [that] it may be an 
holy convocation unto you: ye 
shall do no servile work [therein: 
it shall be] a statute for ever in 
all your dwellings throughout 
your generations. And when ye 
reap the harvest of your land, 
thou shalt not make clean 
riddance of the corners of thy 
field when thou reapest, neither 
shalt thou gather any gleaning 
of thy harvest: thou shalt leave 
them unto the poor, and to the 
stranger: I [am] the LORD your 
God.” This identifies that a 
special day was to be observed 
fifty days later from First Fruits. 
This is what we call Pentecost.  

How was this fulfilled? When 
Jesus was on earth, He made a 
promise. John 16:7 tells us, 
“Nevertheless I tell you the truth; 
It is expedient for you that I go 
away: for if I go not away, the 
Comforter will not come unto 
you; but if I depart, I will send 
him unto you.” When did the 
comforter come? Acts 2:1-4 
“And when the day of Pentecost 
was fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place. 
And suddenly there came a 
sound from heaven as of a 
rushing mighty wind, and it filled 
all the house where they were 
sitting. And there appeared unto 
them cloven tongues like as of 
fire, and it sat upon each of 
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them. And they were all filled 
with the Holy Ghost, and began 
to speak with other tongues, as 
the Spirit gave them utterance.” 
Pentecost is not a Christian day, 
but rather it was a feast day that 
the Jews practiced.  

Are we sure? Acts 20:16 tells 
us, “For Paul had determined to 
sail by Ephesus, because he 
would not spend the time in 
Asia: for he hasted, if it were 
possible for him, to be at 
Jerusalem the day of 
Pentecost.” Paul continued to 
keep the day of Pentecost 
because the Jews did not 
accept Christ as the fulfillment of 
the feast days. Why did Paul do 
this? 1 Corinthians 9:20 answers 
this. “And unto the Jews I 
became as a Jew, that I might 
gain the Jews; to them that are 
under the law, as under the law, 
that I might gain them that are 
under the law.” 

Now, do not lose the point being 
made. Pentecost is not a 
Christian day but a Jewish one, 
and Christ fulfilled it perfectly. 

 

~ FEAST OF TRUMPETS ~ 

Leviticus 23:23-25 “And the 
LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying, Speak unto the children 
of Israel, saying, In the seventh 
month, in the first [day] of the 
month, shall ye have a sabbath, 
a memorial of blowing of 
trumpets, an holy convocation. 
Ye shall do no servile work 
[therein]: but ye shall offer an 
offering made by fire unto the 
LORD.”  

This feast gets its name 
because trumpets were used to 
alert the people that in ten days, 
the feast known as the Day of 
Atonement or Judgment was 
about to commence. When was 

the warning proclaimed? Details 
will be revealed in another 
lesson but let us look at the 
fulfilling verses. Revelation 10:5-
7 says, “And the angel which I 
saw stand upon the sea and 
upon the earth lifted up his hand 
to heaven, And sware by him 
that liveth for ever and ever, who 
created heaven, and the things 
that therein are, and the earth, 
and the things that therein are, 
and the sea, and the things 
which are therein, that there 
should be time no longer: But in 
the days of the voice of the 
seventh angel, when he shall 
begin to sound, the mystery of 
God should be finished, as he 
hath declared to his servants the 
prophets.” The greatest wake up 
warning occurred only in the 
past two hundred years. The 
time frame has been dubbed 
“The Second Great Awakening” 
by historians. We will see in a 
later study the significance of 
this. But for now, it will be stated 
that this time period was a God 
ordained movement to wake up 
the world before the judgment 
occurs. 

Prior to this, hardly a thought 
was directed towards the 
second coming. Sure, there 
have always been someone 
proclaiming they could pinpoint 
the time Jesus would come back 
and gather a following, but none 
had more impact than what took 
place during this time period. In 
fact, today, hardly a church does 
not sense the nearnest of Jesus’ 
return. This is mostly due to the 
contributions during the second 
great awakening. 

 

~ DAY OF ATONEMENT ~ 

Leviticus 23:26-32 “And the 
LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying, Also on the tenth [day] 

of this seventh month [there 
shall be] a day of atonement: it 
shall be an holy convocation 
unto you; and ye shall afflict 
your souls, and offer an offering 
made by fire unto the LORD. 
And ye shall do no work in that 
same day: for it [is] a day of 
atonement, to make an 
atonement for you before the 
LORD your God. For 
whatsoever soul [it be] that shall 
not be afflicted in that same day, 
he shall be cut off from among 
his people. And whatsoever soul 
[it be] that doeth any work in that 
same day, the same soul will I 
destroy from among his people. 
Ye shall do no manner of work: 
[it shall be] a statute for ever 
throughout your generations in 
all your dwellings. It [shall be] 
unto you a sabbath of rest, and 
ye shall afflict your souls: in the 
ninth [day] of the month at even, 
from even unto even, shall ye 
celebrate your sabbath.” This is 
the Day of Atonement or 
Judgment. We will discover in a 
future lesson when Jesus 
fulfilled this one, but for now, we 
will just read the fulfilling verse. 
Revelation 14:7 says, “Saying 
with a loud voice, Fear God, and 
give glory to him; for the hour of 
his judgment is come: and 
worship him that made heaven, 
and earth, and the sea, and the 
fountains of waters.”  

You may have caught the 
statement that Jesus already 
fulfilled this one. You may be 
thinking the judgment is yet 
future. But according to this 
verse, “Judgment is come”. That 
is present tense. Therefore, 
there is a fulfillment of the Feast 
of Atonment prior to the second 
coming. We believe that time 
has already come. 
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~ FEAST OF TABERNACLES / 
INGATHERING ~ 

Leviticus 23:33-44 “And the 
LORD spake unto Moses, 
saying, Speak unto the children 
of Israel, saying, The fifteenth 
day of this seventh month [shall 
be] the feast of tabernacles [for] 
seven days unto the LORD. On 
the first day [shall be] an holy 
convocation: ye shall do no 
servile work [therein]. Seven 
days ye shall offer an offering 
made by fire unto the LORD: on 
the eighth day shall be an holy 
convocation unto you; and ye 
shall offer an offering made by 
fire unto the LORD: it [is] a 
solemn assembly; [and] ye shall 
do no servile work [therein]. 
These [are] the feasts of the 
LORD, which ye shall proclaim 
[to be] holy convocations, to 
offer an offering made by fire 
unto the LORD, a burnt offering, 
and a meat offering, a sacrifice, 
and drink offerings, every thing 
upon his day: Beside the 
sabbaths of the LORD, and 
beside your gifts, and beside all 
your vows, and beside all your 
freewill offerings, which ye give 
unto the LORD. Also in the 
fifteenth day of the seventh 
month, when ye have gathered 
in the fruit of the land, ye shall 
keep a feast unto the LORD 
seven days: on the first day 
[shall be] a sabbath, and on the 
eighth day [shall be] a sabbath. 
And ye shall take you on the first 
day the boughs of goodly trees, 
branches of palm trees, and the 
boughs of thick trees, and 
willows of the brook; and ye 
shall rejoice before the LORD 
your God seven days. And ye 
shall keep it a feast unto the 
LORD seven days in the year. [It 
shall be] a statute for ever in 
your generations: ye shall 
celebrate it in the seventh 

month. Ye shall dwell in booths 
seven days; all that are 
Israelites born shall dwell in 
booths: That your generations 
may know that I made the 
children of Israel to dwell in 
booths, when I brought them out 
of the land of Egypt: I [am] the 
LORD your God. And Moses 
declared unto the children of 
Israel the feasts of the LORD.” 
As the name Ingathering 
implies, this is a collection of all 
the fruit of the land. This is the 
great harvest. 

Fulfillment is depicted in Mark 
13:26-27. “And then shall they 
see the Son of man coming in 
the clouds with great power and 
glory. And then shall he send his 
angels, and shall gather 
together his elect from the four 
winds, from the uttermost part of 
the earth to the uttermost part of 
heaven.” Also, Revelation 14:14-
16 brings out a vivid picture. 
“And I looked, and behold a 
white cloud, and upon the cloud 
[one] sat like unto the Son of 
man, having on his head a 
golden crown, and in his hand a 
sharp sickle. And another angel 
came out of the temple, crying 
with a loud voice to him that sat 
on the cloud, Thrust in thy 
sickle, and reap: for the time is 
come for thee to reap; for the 
harvest of the earth is ripe. And 
he that sat on the cloud thrust in 
his sickle on the earth; and the 
earth was reaped.” Jesus will 
soon return to gather the fruit of 
the land, which are you and I if 
we remain faithful. So, the 
fulfillment of this feast will be at 
the second coming. 

And the time of rejoicing before 
the Lord is pictured in 
Revelation 7:9-10. “After this I 
beheld, and, lo, a great 
multitude, which no man could 

number, of all nations, and 
kindreds, and people, and 
tongues, stood before the 
throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and 
palms in their hands; And cried 
with a loud voice, saying, 
Salvation to our God which 
sitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb.” 

Now, recalling from Leviticus, 
notice that in addition to the 
weekly Sabbath (Leviticus 
23:38), these feast days were 
also to be Sabbaths (Leviticus 
23:7, 23:21, 23:24-25, 23:30-32, 
23:35-36) carrying the same rest 
requirements as the weekly 
Sabbath, brought out in 
Leviticus 23:3. The Sabbath of 
the Ten Commandments is the 
pattern set for how to keep the 
feast days, especially the ones 
identified as sabbaths, however, 
the Sabbath of the Ten 
Commandments was not to be 
connected to the feast days as 
verse 4 declares, “These [are] 
the feasts of the LORD” 
meaning, from this verse 
forward is the list of feasts. So, 
do not try to call the Sabbath of 
the Ten Commandments a feast 
day because it is not; it is a 
commandment. And though in 
verse 2 the phrase “these [are] 
my feasts” is stated implying that 
it begins actually in verse 2, 
evidently the writer, Moses, 
paused to remind the stubborn 
Israelites what it means to keep 
the Sabbath of the Ten 
Commandments so that when 
they see the word “sabbath” 
mentioned, they would know 
what is meant. The list of feasts 
being provided from verse 2 is 
paused and picked up again in 
verse 4 because of the use of 
the same phrase “these [are] my 
feasts”, otherwise, there would 
be no need to repeat the 
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phrase. Notice also that they 
floated through the days of the 
week being on specific days of 
the month (Leviticus 23:5-6, 
23:11, 23:15-16, 23:24, 23:27, 
23:32, 23:34, 23:39).  

Did you also notice that the 
judgment and second coming 
are two separate events 
(feasts)? How can that be? In a 
couple lessons from now, we will 
discover the answer. 

Interestingly, these feasts were 
given to Moses in exact order of 
fulfillment. That was not by 
chance. It began with Jesus 
being sacrificed as our Passover 
Lamb and chronologically 
moved forward to when Jesus 
will gather in the elect –saints at 
His coming! 

So, all of the feasts were 
illustrating and pointing to the 
fulfillment of what Jesus would 
do literally. A common phrase in 
this reality is that the typical met 
the anti-typical. 

Also note that throughout 
Leviticus 23, reference was 
made quite often to Moses. That 
is because these feasts were 
recorded in His book of the law. 

 

What Are the 
Characteristics  
of Moses’ Law? 

Deuteronomy 31:24-26 says, 
“And it came to pass, when 
Moses had made an end of 
writing the words of this law in a 
book, until they were finished, 
That Moses commanded the 
Levites, which bare the ark of 
the covenant of the LORD, 
saying, Take this book of the 
law, and put it in the side of the 
ark of the covenant of the LORD 
your God, that it may be there 

for a witness against thee.” 
Notice that the law was written, 
recorded in a book, was “against 
the people,” and was put into 
“the side of the ark.”  

What did they deal with? Parts 
of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, 
and Deuteronomy dealt with 
ceremonial and ritualistic 
matters including special 
offerings such as meat and drink 
offerings. We definitely saw the 
detail in Leviticus 23. 

In fact, it is clearly stated in 
Numbers 28:9. “And on the 
sabbath day two lambs of the 
first year without spot, and two 
tenth deals of flour [for] a meat 
offering, mingled with oil, and 
the drink offering thereof.” This 
is reinforced in Ezekiel 45:17. 
“And it shall be the prince's part 
[to give] burnt offerings, and 
meat offerings, and drink 
offerings, in the feasts, and in 
the new moons, and in the 
sabbaths, in all solemnities of 
the house of Israel: he shall 
prepare the sin offering, and the 
meat offering, and the burnt 
offering, and the peace 
offerings, to make reconciliation 
for the house of Israel.” So 
therefore, when Paul makes a 
statement in Colossians 2:16, he 
assumes a few words that many 
Christians get confused on. “Let 
no man therefore judge you in 
meat, or in drink, or in respect of 
an holyday, or of the new moon, 
or of the sabbath [days].”  

Paul is not stating that you can 
eat and drink as you please. 
The word offering is missing 
because he assumed the 
audience knew what he was 
talking about. And again, those 
Sabbath days Paul refers to are 
the Sabbath days in Leviticus 
23, which were the high days of 
certain feasts. Some feasts 

began with a Sabbath or 
sanctified type day but not 
necessarily on the Sabbath 
weekly cycle. 

So, Paul is telling us not to 
judge someone who continues 
to participate in such rituals. 

Now, in the full context we can 
understand it better. Colossians 
2:14-17 says, “Blotting out the 
handwriting of ordinances that 
was against us, which was 
contrary to us, and took it out of 
the way, nailing it to his cross; 
[And] having spoiled 
principalities and powers, he 
made a shew of them openly, 
triumphing over them in it. Let 
no man therefore judge you in 
meat, or in drink, or in respect of 
an holyday, or of the new moon, 
or of the sabbath [days]. Which 
are a shadow of things to come; 
but the body [is] of Christ.” 
Notice that ordinances were 
nailed to the cross, that is to 
say, Moses’ ceremonial laws are 
no longer required. How do we 
know that this is Moses’ law? 
Well, Moses law was done by 
handwriting (as you were asked 
to remember just a moment 
ago), was contrary or against 
the people, was full of meat and 
drink offerings, contained holy 
days, new moons, and sabbath 
days, and pointed to Jesus who 
would come and fulfill all that the 
laws prescribed.  

Ephesians 2:15 says, “Having 
abolished in his flesh the enmity, 
[even] the law of 
commandments [contained] in 
ordinances; for to make in 
himself of twain one new man, 
[so] making peace.” An 
ordinance is instruction that 
guides in preparing the proper 
offering on a given feast day. 
This then identifies the fact that 
we are no longer required to 
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keep the ordinances prescribed 
by Moses in his law.  

And Galatians 3:23-25 states, 
“But before faith came, we were 
kept under the law, shut up unto 
the faith which should 
afterwards be revealed. 
Wherefore the law was our 
schoolmaster [to bring us] unto 
Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith. But after that faith is 
come, we are no longer under a 
schoolmaster.” Do you wonder 
which schoolmaster is under 
discussion here? Galatians 3:10 
“For as many as are of the 
works of the law are under the 
curse: for it is written, Cursed [is] 
every one that continueth not in 
all things which are written in the 
book of the law to do them.” 
Again we see we need not keep 
Moses’ law or what he called the 
Book of the Law. 

It is quite clear that these verses 
do away with the Law of Moses.  

Here is another look at Moses’ 
law. 

1. Moses’ law is called “the law 
of Moses” (Luke 2:22). 

2. Moses’ law is called the 
“law... contained in 
ordinances” (Ephesians 
2:15).  

3. Moses’ law was written by 
Moses in a book  
(2 Chronicles 35:12).  

4. Moses’ law was placed in 
the side of the ark 
(Deuteronomy 31:26).  

5. Moses’ law ended at the 
cross (Ephesians 2:15).  

6. Moses’ law was added 
because of sin (Galatians 
3:19). 

7. Moses’ law was contrary to 
or against the people 
(Colossians 2:14).  

8. Moses law judges no one 
(Colossians 2:14-16).  

9. Moses’ law is carnal 
(Hebrews 7:16).  

10. Moses’ law made nothing 
perfect (Hebrews 7:19). 

Though it is quite clear that 
Moses’ law has been done away 
with, there were attempts to 
revive it. Romans 14:2-6 
reveals, “For one believeth that 
he may eat all things: another, 
who is weak, eateth herbs. Let 
not him that eateth despise him 
that eateth not; and let not him 
which eateth not judge him that 
eateth: for God hath received 
him. Who art thou that judgest 
another man's servant? to his 
own master he standeth or 
falleth. Yea, he shall be holden 
up: for God is able to make him 
stand. One man esteemeth one 
day above another: another 
esteemeth every day [alike]. Let 
every man be fully persuaded in 
his own mind. He that regardeth 
the day, regardeth [it] unto the 
Lord; and he that regardeth not 
the day, to the Lord he doth not 
regard [it]. He that eateth, eateth 
to the Lord, for he giveth God 
thanks; and he that eateth not, 
to the Lord he eateth not, and 
giveth God thanks.” The 
Gentiles who became Christian 
were eating food sacrificed to 
idols and trying to get the Jews 
to eat with them while the Jews 
tried making the Gentiles keep 
the ceremonial law. Paul makes 
it quite clear that one may keep 
the day, but do not judge 
another for not keeping it. May 
we remember these things as 
we continue these lessons. 

But the feasts are to be kept “for 
ever” according to Leviticus 
23:14, 21, 31, and 41. Does the 
word FOREVER mean throughout 
the ceaseless ages of eternity? 

1 Samuel 1:22 says otherwise. 
“But Hannah went not up; for 
she said unto her husband, [I 
will not go up] until the child be 
weaned, and [then] I will bring 
him, that he may appear before 
the LORD, and there abide for 
ever.” According to this, Hannah 
dedicated Samuel to serve the 
Lord forever. Is Samuel still 
serving God today? No of 
course not. Then, how long is 
forever? It is stated in a couple 
of verses later. 1 Samuel 1:28 
answers it with, “Therefore also I 
have lent him to the LORD; as 
long as he liveth he shall be lent 
to the LORD. And he 
worshipped the LORD there.” 
The qualifier for the phrase 
FOREVER is as long as Samuel 
lived. 

Let us be more practical. How 
long does a spouse love their 
mate? Forever of course, but 
actually, it is only until one dies.  

Let us get another example on 
the use of the word FOREVER. 
How long was Jonah in the belly 
of the fish? According to Jonah 
1:17, the Bible says, “Now the 
LORD had prepared a great fish 
to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah 
was in the belly of the fish three 
days and three nights.” How 
long did Jonah think he was 
there? Jonah 2:6 says, “I went 
down to the bottoms of the 
mountains; the earth with her 
bars [was] about me for ever: 
yet hast thou brought up my life 
from corruption, O LORD my 
God.” In this context, FOREVER 
was just three days. 

Again, practically speaking, 
people use the word FOREVER 
quite often and it does not mean 
the ceaseless ages of eternity. 
For instance, as a child it felt like 
FOREVER until summer break 
would finally arrive. It felt like 
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FOREVER sitting in the doctor’s 
office. 

As we see, the term FOREVER is 
relative to that which it is applied 
to. It is like the word TALL. Tall 
for a man may be seven feet. 
Tall for a tree is definitely not 
seven feet. In the two Bible 

examples above, it was finite. 
When applied to God and His 
law, it is the ceaseless ages of 
eternity because of other verses 
qualifying such. 

Besides, if you are still stuck on 
“forever”, just remember, Jesus 
Christ fulfilling each of the feast 

days will last forever. 

May God bless you and keep 
you, and may your love for Him 
grow more and more each day 
in appreciation of what God has 
done for us. 

 

 

Jesus in the Ceremonial Law 
 Passover (Leviticus 23:4)  Crucifixion (Matthew 26:2)  

 Unleavened Bread (Leviticus 6-8) Sins Purged (1 Corinthians 5:7) 

 First Fruits (Leviticus 23:9-14) Resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:20) 

 Pentecost (Leviticus 23:15-22) Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-4) 

 Trumpets (Leviticus 23:23-25) Great Awakening (Revelation 10:5-7) 

 Atonement (Leviticus 23:26-32) Judgment (Revelation 14:7) 

 Ingathering (Leviticus 23:33-44) 2nd Coming (Revelation 14:14-16) 


